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There are rules, and there are rules: what should we teach 
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Session Outline 

 

1. Rules …and rules 

 two types of rule: top-down and bottom-up 

 what is grammar (and what isn’t)? 

 what’s wrong with prescriptivism? 

 the role of dictionaries and grammar books 

 who is right about language: Humpty Dumpty or Juliet? 

 

2. What should we teach about language? 

 which came first: language or grammar? 

 why language changes 

 how language changes 

 what if English isn’t your first language? 

 reconciling prescriptive and descriptive approaches 

 conclusions: learn, discover, enjoy 
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