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Milestones in ELT

The British Council was established in 1934, and one of our main 
aims has always been to promote the wider knowledge of the English 
language. Over the last 75 years, we have issued many important 
publications that have set the agenda for ELT professionals, often 
in partnership with other organisations and institutions.

As part of its 75th anniversary celebrations, we are re-launching a 
selection of those publications online. Many of the messages and ideas
are just as relevant today as they were when first published. We believe 
they are also useful historical sources through which colleagues can
see how our profession has developed over the years.

National Syllabuses

Dating from 1980, this book was written in response to a major study 
by the International Evaluation Association of achievement by education 
syllabuses worldwide in six key school subjects, including English. 
Among the contributors, Alex Inkeles criticises the IEA study for its 
‘insufficient analysis’, but commends the exercise for its challenges 
to popular assumptions about educational achievement and the role 
of teachers. Douglas Pickett and the other authors drew on the IEA 
data to make recommendations, including allowing the mother tongue 
in the ELT classroom.
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