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Knowing the subject – a practical 

introduction 

Webinar handout  

by Stephen Mander and Zaineb Shebani  

 

‘Knowing the subject’ is one of the British Council’s 12 professional practices. Learn more here:  

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/teachers/professional-

development-pathways/pathways-knowing-subject 

Use the ideas in this handout after the webinar to reflect on your practice, try out new strategies, 

and adapt ideas to your context. This webinar contains some of our favourite ideas teaching 

listening and pronunciation - two areas of the English language system that we, as teachers, 

enjoy developing. 

 

1. Working on listening 

Listening becomes more meaningful when learners know why they are listening. Instead of 

simply asking them to answer questions, give them a task that asks them to use what they hear. 

 

Good listeners don't understand every word - they use strategies to build meaning. Help your 

learners practise these strategies with this checklist: 

Instead of… Try… 

Listen and answer questions. Listen and draw the picture. 

Listen and tick the words. Listen and put pictures in order. 

Listen and complete the gaps. Listen and follow directions on a map. 

Listen once for everything. Listen first for the main idea, then for specific details. 
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2. Working on pronunciation 

When supporting learners with their pronunciation, it’s important to consider what area of 

pronunciation to focus on, the learners you are teaching and how to stage it effectively. Below 

are some ideas for how you could add pronunciation work into various stages of a lesson. 

A recording of Stephen and Zaineb’s webinar can be watched here: 

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/news-and-events/webinars/webinars-teachers/knowing-

subject-webinars  

Strategy Teacher tip 

 Predict  Use pictures or questions before listening. 

 Listen for the main idea  Ask learners to identify the topic or key message. 

 Listen for details  Give learners one clear task while they listen. 

 Ignore unknown words  Encourage learners to focus on meaning, not every word. 

 Check understanding  Let learners compare answers before class feedback. 

 Listen again  Give a different task each time they listen. 

Stage and 

aim 

Example Activity 

Reception - 

notice the 

pronunciation 

1. Clapping: Learners listen to a text, clapping at the stressed word. 

2. Emotions: Learners listen and decide how the person feels. 

3. Minimal pairs: Learners listen and decide which minimal pair is said. 

Imitation - 

develop their 

pronunciation 

1. Emotion drill: learners repeat the word in an emotional way (sad, angry) 

2. Countdown drill: learners repeat the word at the end of a countdown. 

3. Silent drill: learners repeat only by looking at the teacher’s mouth 

Production - 

practice the 

pronunciation 

1. Word tennis: Learners work in pairs. One learner says a word, the other 

says a word which rhymes, or has the same stress pattern. 

2. The right question?: On slips of paper the teacher gives the learners 

questions that include difficult minimal pairs. The learners mingle and ask the 

questions. Example: Where can we find a ship? Where can we find a sheep? 

3. Bingo: Learners draw a bingo grid and write words in each box (e.g. 

minimal pairs). The teacher says the words. The first learner with three in a 

row wins. Learners then do the same activity in groups, with one playing the 

teacher. 
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