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Introduction 

This session invites English language teachers to move digital lessons from delivery to creation. 

Instead of using technology mainly to show slides, play videos or send worksheets, the aim is to 

help learners create meaningful English products for real readers, listeners and viewers. 

A low-resource, mobile-first classroom can still support multiliteracies when students make texts 

that combine writing, voice, image, video, space and audience. The teacher designs the task; 

students make choices, produce language and share the outcome. 

The CREST framework 

A creative digital task is one that meets all five criteria below. They work as a system: removing 

any one of them weakens the others. 

Criterion What it means 

C – Creative 
Learners make genuine creative choices about content, form and 

language; creativity drives the task rather than decorating it. 

R – Real-audience 
The finished product is for someone beyond the teacher alone – 

classmates, parents or the wider school community all count. 

E – Expressive 
The task leaves space for the learner's own voice, experience and identity 

to come through in what they produce. 

S – Student-led 
Learners have real agency over at least one part of the task – topic, 

format, content or tools. 
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T – Technology-

integrated 

The technology does real pedagogical work; removing it would change or 

disable the task. 

 

Quick CREST audit 

Choose one recent digital lesson and rate each criterion as strong, weak or absent. Then fix just 

one design gap: add a real audience, or hand one meaningful decision to learners. 

 

Simple design flow 

Audit > Adapt > Create > Share 

Four activities to try  

All four activities below meet every CREST criterion and have been used successfully with South 

Asian classes of sixty or more students. 

• Mobile-first collaborative storytelling – the teacher offers one opening sentence; each 
learner adds the next line in turn, through a class WhatsApp group or a notebook passed 
around the room. Works at any proficiency level, and offline. 

• Digital zine production – pairs or small groups produce a four- to six-page magazine in 
English on a topic they choose, combining writing, images and an editorial, then share it with 
the class or display it on the wall. 

• QR-linked student voice projects – learners record a short voice piece in English about a 
classroom object, then link the recording to a scannable code placed beside the object so 
classmates can listen. 

• Co-authored English explainer videos – small groups script, film and edit a 3-5-minute 
video explaining something they know well, for someone encountering it for the first time. 

Common constraints and practical responses 

• ‘I do not have time’ – redesign one existing task a week rather than the whole curriculum. 
Ask how you could add a real audience, or hand one decision to your learners. 

• ‘My students do not have devices or data’ – shared devices often produce richer 
collaboration than individual ones, and several activities, especially collaborative storytelling, 
work fully offline. 

• ‘My institution does not support this’ – small, visible results, such as a parent hearing a 
recording or a colleague seeing a zine, tend to earn their own permission over time. 

Useful tools 

• Zines: a free, mobile-accessible design app such as Canva 

• Scannable codes: any free QR code generator website 

• Voice recording: the built-in recorder on a smartphone 

• Collaborative writing: a shared online document or slide deck 

• Video editing: a free mobile app such as CapCut 

----------- 

A recording of this webinar can be watched at: https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/news-and-
events/webinars/webinars-teachers/south-asia-online-conference-2026  
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