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Teachers share: How can we foster 

creativity in inclusive classrooms? 

South Asia TeachingEnglish online conference 

2026 - Webinar handout  

 

Idea 1: From village market to English talk: Multilingual 
learning in a multigrade classroom  

by Nisar Shaikh 

Introduction 

Teaching English as a third language in a rural Marathi-medium multigrade classroom requires 

creativity, flexibility, and inclusion. Rather than viewing learners' home language as a barrier, this 

approach uses translanguaging—the purposeful use of learners' full linguistic repertoire—to 

support meaningful English learning. 

Activity:  Role-play – the village market 

The role play transforms the classroom into a familiar marketplace (local weekly bazaar) where 

children communicate naturally while buying and selling everyday classroom objects. Through 

authentic interaction, peer support, and gradual teacher scaffolding, learners develop confidence 

and communicative competence in English.          

Phase Teacher & Learner Actions Translanguaging Strategy 

1. Activate 

Prior 

Knowledge 

(Before the Role 

Play) 

The teacher introduces market 

objects using realia and bilingual 

word cards. Learners identify them 

in their home language and connect 

them with English. 

Activate learners' existing 

linguistic repertoire: 

 Home languages are used to build 

meaning and introduce new English 

vocabulary. 
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Idea 2: Multilingual approaches to teach English – insights 

from my classroom 

by Astha Kumari Chaudhary 

 

Introduction  

This handout explores the opportunities that multilingualism offers for creating more inclusive 

and engaging learning environments. It presents practical strategies and classroom approaches 

that I have successfully used in multilingual settings to enrich learning experiences. These 

strategies help bridge language barriers, reduce communication gaps, and encourage active 

participation, enabling all learners to engage confidently and meaningfully in the classroom. 

2. Prepare the 

Market 

(Planning & 

Role 

Assignment) 

Learners arrange stalls, assign 

roles (shopkeeper, customer, 

cashier), discuss prices, and 

organise materials. Older learners 

support younger learners during 

preparation. 

Collaborative translanguaging: 

Learners use their preferred 

languages to negotiate roles, solve 

problems, and prepare for 

communication. 

3. Role Play in 

Action 

(Meaningful 

Interaction) 

Children buy and sell items, ask 

questions, negotiate prices, and 

solve simple problems. The teacher 

observes and provides gentle 

language support when needed. 

Purposeful communication:  

Learners move flexibly between 

Marathi, English, gestures, and peer 

support while gradually increasing 

their use of English. 

4. Reflect and 

Extend (After 

the Role Play) 

Learners discuss what they said, 

identify useful English expressions, 

compare them with Marathi, and 

practise improved versions 

together. 

Reflection and language 

expansion:  

The teacher builds on learners' 

successful communication, 

introducing richer English 

expressions without discouraging the 

use of home languages. 
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A recording of this webinar can be watched here: https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/news-and-

events/webinars/webinars-teachers/south-asia-online-conference-2026 

 

Strategy Activities Impact on students 

Multilingual 

word wall 

Divide students into groups based on 

the languages they speak. 

Create a word wall with key vocabulary 

in English. 

Students contribute translations of each 

word in their home language, creating a 

shared multilingual resource. 

Expands vocabulary. 

Encourages active participation and 

collaboration. 

Bridges the gap between home and 

school languages. 

Validates learners' linguistic 

identities. 

Preview-

View-

Review 

Introduce the topic using students' 

home language(s) to activate prior 

knowledge. 

Deliver the main lesson and learning 

activities in the target language. 

Conclude with reflection and discussion 

using both the home language(s) and 

the target language. 

Strengthens conceptual 

understanding. 

Develops metalinguistic awareness. 

Builds confidence in using the target 

language. 

Supports gradual language transition. 

Multilingual 

storytelling 

Students work collaboratively to create 

stories from picture prompts. 

Use chain storytelling, with each 

student adding to the narrative. 

Encourage purposeful code-switching 

and code-mixing to support meaning-

making and creativity. 

Promotes meaningful peer 

interaction. 

Creates a low-anxiety, inclusive 

learning environment. 

Develops oral fluency and 

communication skills. 

Encourages creativity and 

collaborative learning. 

Multilingual 

games 

Students work in pairs to play 

language-based games such as 

‘Language Catch’. One student throws 

a ball while saying a word or phrase in 

the target language. The partner 

catches the ball and responds with the 

equivalent word or phrase in their home 

language (or vice versa). 

Improves speaking confidence and 

vocabulary recall. 

Reinforces multilingual connections 

between languages. 

Promotes collaborative and enjoyable 

learning. 

Integrates cultural and linguistic 

diversity into classroom practice. 
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