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Milestones in ELT

The British Council was established in 1934, and one of our main 
aims has always been to promote the wider knowledge of the English 
language. Over the last 75 years, we have issued many important 
publications that have set the agenda for ELT professionals, often 
in partnership with other organisations and institutions.

As part of its 75th anniversary celebrations, we are re-launching a 
selection of those publications online. Many of the messages and ideas
are just as relevant today as they were when first published. We believe 
they are also useful historical sources through which colleagues can
see how our profession has developed over the years.

ESP for the University

This book, from 1986, provides a snapshot of developments in 
ESP teaching at university level during the 1970s and early 1980s. 
In his Preface, Christopher Brumfit challenged a recent claim that ESP 
had ‘legitimised English teaching’, suggesting rather that it had made 
English teaching ‘more purposeful’.  The papers in this book include 
an extensive one on task-based learning, and all are focused on 
practical solutions.
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