
Writing mini things

A B1 writing lesson about editing and writing mini sagas.
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1. Lead-in – Mini dialogues

Did you do anything 

interesting last 

night?

Not really, I was at 

home.

Were you at home 

alone?
……
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1. Reading – mini sagas

a. Read the three mini sagas A–C. Check 

you know the meaning of the words in 

bold. Match the explanation 1–3 to the mini 

saga A–C.

1. This is a mini saga about how de 

Lesseps got the idea for the 

Panama Canal in the 19th century.

2. This is a mini saga about a little boy with 

a cat, who is scared by a storm.

3. This is a mini saga about young witches 

and the disappearance of a boyfriend.

A 

Rain crashed down on his bedroom 

ceiling. 

Frightened, holding his teddy tightly, he 

hid under the bed. Bang! The door flew 

open. Abe jumped! Suddenly he wasn't 

alone. Who? What? 

Then a gentle purr filled his ears. He 

smiled, no longer alone, the storm's 

anger softened by his furry friend. 
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1. Reading – mini sagas

a. Read the three mini sagas, A–C. Check 

you know the meaning of the words in 

bold. Match the explanation 1–3 to the mini 

saga A–C.

1. This is a mini saga about how de 

Lesseps got the idea for the 

Panama Canal in the 19th century.

2. This is a mini saga about a little boy with 

a cat, who is scared by a storm.

3. This is a mini saga about young witches 

and a boyfriend who disappears.

B 

They met to celebrate the full moon. 

Singing, they each wrote it down. Earlier, 

he had joked about her 'witch' friends. 

He made fun of everything she did. 

She silently wrote down his name. 

Around the bonfire, under the moonlight, 

they watched their papers burn. 

Alex wasn't seen again.
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1. Reading – mini sagas

a. Read the three mini sagas, A–C. 

Check you know the meaning of the 

words in bold. Match the explanation 1–3 

to the mini saga A–C.

1. This is a mini saga about how de 

Lesseps got the idea for the 

Panama Canal in the 19th century.

2. This is a mini saga about a little boy 

with a cat, who is scared by a storm.

3. This is a mini saga about young 

witches and a boyfriend who disappears.

C 

'Water should never lie still,' the 

wrinkled old man said mysteriously, 

joining two small puddles together with 

his gold walking stick. 

For weeks, the French engineer was 

quite confused, but then suddenly had 

an idea. He later spoke to the 

government and announced his new 

plan to join two much different puddles 

together. 

Ships now sail right through Panama 

instead of going an extra 1,400 miles 

south around Cape Horn.
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1. Reading – mini sagas – ANSWERS

a. Read the three mini sagas, A–C. 

Match the explanation 1–3 to the mini 

saga A–C.

1. This is a mini saga about how de 

Lesseps got the idea for the 

Panama Canal in the 19th century.

2. This is a mini saga about a little boy 

with a cat, who is scared by a storm.

3. This is a mini saga about young 

witches and a boyfriend who disappears.

C 

'Water should never lie still,' the wrinkled 

old man said mysteriously, joining two

B 

They met to celebrate the full moon. 
Singing, they each wrote it down. Earlier, 

A 

Rain crashed down on his bedroom 

ceiling. 
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1. Reading – mini sagas

b. Work in groups of three. 

Choose one mini saga each. 

Read it again. 

Explain the story to your group. 

 - Who are the characters? 

 - What happens at the start, middle and end? 

How many words is the story?

What do the words in bold mean?
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1. Reading – mini sagas

A Rain crashed down on his bedroom ceiling. Frightened, holding his teddy 

tightly, he hid under the bed. Bang! The door flew open. Abe jumped! Suddenly he 

wasn't alone. Who? What?  Then a gentle purr filled his ears. He smiled, no longer 

alone, the storm's anger softened by his furry friend. 

B They met to celebrate the full moon. Singing, they each wrote it down. Earlier, 

he had joked about her 'witch' friends. He made fun of everything she did. She silently 

wrote down his name. Around the bonfire, under the moonlight, they watched their 

papers burn. Alex wasn't seen again.

C 'Water should never lie still,' the wrinkled old man said mysteriously, joining 

two small puddles together with his gold walking stick. For weeks, the French 

engineer was quite confused, but then suddenly had an idea. He later spoke to the 

government and announced his new plan to join two much different puddles together. 

Ships now sail right through Panama instead of going an extra 1,400 miles south 

around Cape Horn.
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Optional vocabulary work

Look at the words in bold from the mini sagas. 

Choose the correct word to fill the gaps.

flew, purr, furry, bonfire, 

witch, puddle, sail, 

wrinkled

• 1. We watched the boats _____ across the lake.

• 2. The happy cat started to _____.

• 3. In fairy tales, a ______ often wears a black hat.

• 4. We made a ______ at night in the campsite, to stay warm.

• 5. After the rain, there were lots of ______  on the ground.

• 6. When my grandmother smiles, her face is _______.

• 7. The police car _____ down the street to catch the criminal.

• 8. The puppy is so soft and _____.

sail

purr

witch

bonfire

puddles

flew
wrinkled

furry
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2. Editing

C 'Water should never lie still,' the wrinkled old man said mysteriously, joining 

two small puddles together with his gold walking stick. For weeks, the French 

engineer was quite confused, but then suddenly had an idea. He later spoke to the 

government and announced his new plan to join two much different puddles 

together. Ships now sail right through Panama instead of going an extra 1,400 miles 

south around Cape Horn. (70 words)

a. There are 70 words in mini saga C. A mini saga must be only 50 words. Work with a partner. 

Take turns deleting one word at a time. The text must make sense and be grammatically correct.

Why can we delete 
this word?

Why can't we 
delete this word?
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2. Editing

C (suggested edit) 'Water should never lie still,' the wrinkled old man said 

mysteriously, joining two small puddles together with his gold walking stick. For 

weeks, the French engineer was quite confused, but then suddenly had an idea. He 

later spoke to the government and announced his new plan to join two much 

different puddles together. Ships now sail right through Panama instead of going an 

extra 1,400 miles south around Cape Horn. (50 words)

b. Compare with another pair. What types of words did you both delete? What does that tell you 

about what these words do? 

c. Discuss with your group. Do you think all writers edit? How easy/difficult do you think this 

process is? Are you the type of writer who normally writes too little or too much? Do you prefer 

adding or editing down?
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3. Writing

You're going to write a mini 

saga.

Step 1: What will you write 

about?

- a description of a favourite object, 

place, person?

- a joke?

- something funny or scary that 

happened to you?

- a synopsis of a film you have 

watched or a book you have read? 

- a letter to an old teacher, friend or 

relative?
- your views on a topic?
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3. Writing

You're going to write a mini 

saga.

Step 1: What will you write 

about?

Step 2: Write draft one – an 

80-word story.

Step 3: Work alone/in pairs to 

edit down to 50 words.
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4. Reflect

• What have you learned in today's lesson? How will 

this help you to be a better writer?
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Optional extension
 – our favourite mini sagas

Look up mini sagas 

that have been 

published online.

Use 

fiftywordstories.co

m/ or do an online 

search.

Choose 

two favourites.

Share with a 

partner.

Choose two (of the 

four) to read to the 

class.

Practise reading 

them aloud.

'Perform' your 

mini saga.

Listen to all the 

mini sagas.

Vote for your 

favourite!

https://fiftywordstories.com/
https://fiftywordstories.com/
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