The Long Journey Home
While-Reading

Work in groups. Write adjectives which describe Mehmet.

Activity 1

The Long Journey Home

Activity 2

While-Reading

Read the story and answer the questions below.

1. Why can’t Mehmet buy his team's football strip?
________________________________________________________________
2. Why did Mehmet want to take the beggar’s bag?
________________________________________________________________
3. Who took the beggar’s bag?
________________________________________________________________
4. Why did Mehmet follow the foreigner who had taken the beggar’s bag?
________________________________________________________________
5. Why did Mehmet grab a flowery scarf from the shop display?

____________________________________________________________
6. What was in the black bag?
________________________________________________________________
7. How did the gangsters find out that Mehmet was watching them?
________________________________________________________________
8. What did they do to Mehmet when they caught him?
________________________________________________________________
9. How did Mehmet run away from them?
________________________________________________________________
10. How did Mehmet get into the ferry?
________________________________________________________________
11. What was Mehmet planning to do with the reward money?
________________________________________________________________

The Long Journey Home

Activity 3

While-Reading

Read the statements and decide if they are true (T), false (F) or “I don’t know” (?).

1. Mehmet’s family was rich.
2. Mehmet felt sorry about the beggar on the street.
3. Mehmet gave his apple to the beggar.
4. The beggar had intentionally left his bag there.
5. Mehmet was going to take the beggar’s bag but another man took it.
6. Mehmet followed the man that took the beggar’s bag.
7. Mehmet wrapped the scarf round his head because he liked it a lot.
8. A cat scared Mehmet while he was spying the men.
9. Mehmet’s phone rang so the men realized that they were being watched.
10. The gangsters tied Mehmet up and dumped him head first into a deep rubbish bin.
11. Mehmet was a striker in a football team.
12. Mehmet had no money for the ferry ticket.
13. Mehmet jumped on the ferry.
14. Mehmet was playing football while he tried to catch the thief.
15. The beggar was innocent.
16. The people on the boat phoned Mehmet’s mum.
17. The gangsters had stolen the bag from the beggar.
18. The gang was caught selling drugs.
19. Everyone on the ferry congratulated Mehmet.
20. Mehmet bought a new football kit with the reward money.
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Activity 4

While-Reading

Write who said these sentences?

Mehmet
t

His father’s voice

Policeman

The bad guy
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Activity 5

While-Reading
Write what the people were thinking.
1. “There was a wonderful display of football boots. Mehmet loved the orange pair, the ones with black
stripes. But more than anything, he longed for his team's football strip.”

Mehmet
2. “Mehmet watched from the shadows. He felt as if the beggar was waiting for something…Or for
someone.”

The beggar
3.A moment later disaster struck: Mehmet's nose itched. He knew what was going to happen, and he
couldn't stop it: he sneezed loudly.
,

Mehmet
4.Mehmet pointed and shouted, “Stop him – he's got a gun!” No one believed his crazy story. The boy
himself looked dangerous.

An old lady
on the ferry
5.Mehmet breathed in deeply, then at the top of the voice he screamed his football team's name and
charged forward. He saw the startled face of the man.

The gangster
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Activity 6

While-Reading
Draw and colour the scarf Mehmet grabbed from the shop display.

If you were Mehmet, what kind of a scarf would you grab? Find adjectives describing it and write
them on the labels below.

Activity 7

The Long Journey Home
While-Reading

Find the three sentences which contain similes in the story and note them down in the space below.

Invent similes for the statements below.

The football boots were like
The beggar was sitting

……………………………………………..

like ………………………………………..

Mehmet was

……………………………………

running as ………………………..as
…………………

Mehmet breathed deeply like
……………………………………………..
The tea stall smelled
The policeman laughed
like………………………..
like ……………………………………..
……………………………
People on the ferry were
as……………………. as
……………………..

The Long Journey Home

Activity 8

While-Reading

Cut out the cards and shuffle them. Get into pairs / groups. Take it in turns to pick one out. Read
aloud the questions or tasks on the cards. Answer the questions or perform the tasks.

Have you been to a bazaar? If yes, where was
it?

Try to say this tongue twister as fast as you
can: Betty and Bob brought back blue
balloons from the big bazaar.

What day do they set the bazaar in your
neighbourhood?

Shout like a seller at the bazaar.

Do you / your family go to the bazaar for
shopping?

Try to say this tongue twister as fast as you
can: For fine fresh fish, phone Phil.

What things can you buy at the bazaar?

Draw an apple stall on the board in 10
seconds.

What is the cheapest thing you can buy at the
bazaar?

Draw a bazaar trolley on the board in 10
seconds.

What is the most expensive thing you can buy
at the bazaar?

If you were a seller, what would you sell at the
bazaar? Why?

What would you buy for your best friend on his /
her birthday?

What should you be careful about while you
are shopping at the bazaar?
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Activity 9

While-Reading

What do you think was in the bag? Make predictions and share your ideas your partner/s.

Play a drilling game:



Stand up and make a circle.



Someone should be the first to start and name one item which was in the bag.



Other students will take it in turns to add an item but each one of you should say what
your friend(s) said before you.



You mustn’t repeat anything your friends have already said.



The last person in the circle should repeat all of the items.
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Activity 10

While-Reading

You are Mehmet hiding in the rubbish bin. Write what you can see, smell, hear or feel in the rubbish
bin. Then think of adjectives to describe each of these things.
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Activity 11

While-Reading
“... Mehmet was lying on the ground, covered in bits of old cabbage, with some feathers sticking
out of his head...” Write what the people on the ferry thought about Mehmet.

