The mystery of the sand – worksheet 2

1. Lateral thinking is a kind of critical thinking that requires you to look at a problem from a
different angle.
-

Why do you think this might be a useful skill to develop?

-

Do you know any other lateral thinking puzzles?

2. Read the whole story. Did you get the order right?

A man comes up to the border of a country on his motorbike. He has three large sacks on his bike.
The customs officer at the border crossing stops him and asks, “What is in the sacks?”
“Sand,” answers the man.
The customs officer is suspicious and tells the man to get off the bike. He rips open the sacks and
empties them out. He finds nothing but sand, so he puts the sand back into new bags and lets the
man go.

A week later the man arrives at the border again. Again he is carrying three sacks of sand. This time
the customs officer detains the man overnight and has the sand analysed, but it really is just sand. So
once again the customs officer puts the sand into new bags and lets the man go.

This happens every week for three years. Eventually the customs officer can’t stand it any longer.
‘Please, he says, I know you’re smuggling something and it’s driving me crazy. I haven’t slept for
months. What is it?!’

3. Underline the linking words that helped you.
4. Re-tell the story in pairs, without looking at the original. Try and use the linking words
you underlined.
5. How well did you work together as a group? Discuss the following questions:


Did everyone participate in the activity? Why/why not?



Did certain people lead the group? If so, was that decided or something which just
happened?



How good was the group at listening to everyone’s ideas?



How could you have worked together better as a group?
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