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	Holiday classes:  story-based courses

Story presentation guidelines

Teaching Centre, Paris


Story presentation guidelines


Story-based courses

These courses are held on a weekly basis for three hours each afternoon. They are structured around an authentic story and culminate with a presentation of the story to parents on the last afternoon.

The story presentations allow children to ‘go public’ and demonstrate to their parents what they have been working on throughout the week.  They act as a show case for a story-based methodology and an ideal occasion to strengthen our relationships with parents.

Venue:  Turner Room, second floor

Timing:  16.30 – 17.00.  Please make sure you are in the Turner Room by 16.30.  You will need to leave your classroom at 16.25.  Make sure you have your certificates and a copy of your storybook to give to TCM or ATCM.  Please ensure that you have the equipment you need (cassette player, OHP, etc).  Please liaise with ATCM/Senior Teachers.
Length of a story presentation – approximately 5 minutes

Running order:  

· GS/CP

5 – 6 year-olds

· CE

7 – 8 year-olds

· CM

9 – 10 year-olds

Logistics:  The first three rows are reserved for the children - a reserved sign will be placed on the chairs to indicate to the parents which rows are reserved :

· Row 1 GS/CP

· Row 2 CE

· Row 3 CM

When leaving your classroom, please ensure that children go to the Turner Room in a quiet and orderly fashion so as not to disturb other people in the building.  GS/CP will go directly to the platform.  CEs will sit down in row 2 and CMs in row 3.  Parents will be in the remaining rows.  Please see Slide 1.

The presentations will begin with a welcome and short introduction by TCM/ATCM.  

When GS/CP have finished their story presentation they leave the platform (facing the audience) from the left, walking in a line and sit down in the front row.  CE go to the platform leaving their chairs from the left (facing the platform) and line up on the platform.  When CE have finished, they leave the platform (facing the audience) from the left and sit down in row 2.  CM leave row 3 (facing the platform) from the left and go up to the platform.  Teachers are responsible for supervising their class and ensuring they remain quiet during the performances.  Please see Slide 2.

Once the story presentations have finished, CM class remains on the platform.  Course certificates will be presented either by Director or Deputy Director France, TCM/ATCM or another visitor.  Pupils come to collect their certificates and say “Thank you”.  Please tell your pupils about this and rehearse in the classroom beforehand.  They may also want to shake hands.  Ask parents to clap once at the end of each class rather than after each individual pupil as this takes too long.  Once the certificates have been presented, parents will be asked to wait while the pupils leave the room class by class with their Teacher:  GS/CP, followed by CE, followed by CM and return to their classrooms quietly.  Parents will then be asked to collect their children from their classrooms.

Invitations

Please ensure that children produce an invitation for their parents to be given out at the latest by the Wednesday or earlier if it is a four day week. The making of an invitation can be one of your class activities so make sure it links to the story in some way,

Eg, a dinosaur or egg shaped invitation for Meg’s Eggs
A castle shaped invitation for Meg’s Castle

A bear shaped invitation for Brown Bear

Several templates exist in a variety of books.

Here is a sample text you could elicit from a higher level class:

Class  XX

invites Mum and Dad (other family members/friends could be included here)

to meet Australian animals at the Sydney Zoo in their presentation of the story

The Kangaroo from Woolloomooloo

on  (Friday XX July)

in the Turner Room

at 16.30
RSVP

Tips for successful story presentations

Before the presentation

· Decide what the presentation is going to consist of and inform your pupils so everyone is clear and confident.  However, don’t let the ‘performance’ overrule the rest of the week.  Challenge pupils but don’t expect them to do something beyond their capabilities.  You may have to take over as a result.  Keep the presentation simple so it comes across as crisp, clear and snappy.   (See demonstration video for examples).

· Choose a presentation where children do as much of the speaking as possible.  Parents want to see what their children have learnt and what they can do with the English language.

· Avoid presentations that involve children in the production of onomatopoeic words or animal sounds only!

· Avoid presentations that involve a lot of movement on stage (there simply isn’t room and it can get chaotic!).  

· Avoid presentations that involve reading from scripts, and turning pages.  Noses become buried in text and there is a lack of voice projection and eye contact.   Use a narrator (i.e. a bilingual or higher level pupil) for reading or act as the narrator yourself.

· Make sure pupils have practised all the language necessary for the presentation and can produce this clearly and confidently.  Make sure you build in enough time for repetition and reviewing of language into your weekly plan.   Provide clear models for pupils to imitate.  Teach them to hold their heads up, project their voices and to make eye contact with the audience (i.e. not to speak to the floor).  Teach pronunciation, intonation, word and sentence stress to help your pupils speak clearly.  Get children to learn the dialogue/words/phrases off by heart to avoid reading from scripts and the rustling of paper.

· Make sure all children are involved in the performance – even if only in a chorus.  However, some children are shy and prefer to be in the background.  It may be necessary to explain to parents why some children have a minor role.

· Try to incorporate a song, chant or rhyme into the presentation.  Exploit any musical talents amongst your pupils (can anyone play a musical instrument?).  If possible, have a musical accompaniment on cassette.  Think about putting the words of a song on a transparency so parents can see the words and join in.

· If you use any props, keep these to a minimum. 

· If you present any work or use props produced by the children, make sure these are clear and neat and visible.

· Have confidence in your pupils.  Despite their initial ‘stage fright’ they usually do their best on the day and, more often than not, excel to the teacher’s surprise.  Tell them they can do it to motivate and encourage them.

The most successful story presentations have always been the ones that are the simplest.  Experience has also shown that the most successful GS/CP presentations need to be tightly controlled and guided by their teacher.

The presentation

· Make sure children are standing on the platform and not seated so parents can see them.

· Do not start until all children are in place and composed.

· Explain very briefly to parents what you have been doing in class and what the presentation is going to consist of.

· Give the stage to the children.  However, always be within eyesight for support, to provide prompts, encouragement and guidance but avoid standing in the middle and blocking parents’ view.  Stand discretely to one side.

· If a pupil forgets any words, is too quiet or hesitant, do intervene and help by saying or mouthing the lines with the pupil to keep the pace of the performance going.

· If you are using the storybook, make sure you position yourself so both children and parents can see the illustrations.

· If children are using any illustrations/props make sure they hold these up for the audience to see but do not cover their own faces!  Make sure that once props are used, e.g. an illustration, children know where to put it so as not to fiddle with it and rustle it.

· Try to involve parents if possible

After the presentation

· Praise your pupils

· Make sure they leave with all the work they have produced.
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