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Today’s 
points:

1. Why online community projects!
2. What an online community project is!
3. Some popular online community project 

platforms;
4. Some of the reasons teachers choose not to use 

online community projects in their lessons;
5. How online community projects can motivate 

language learning, enrich language curricula and 
help support our professional development;

6. Examples from Single Voices, Global Choices.



1. Why online community projects?  – my story
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Point 2: What are Online Community Projects?



Point 3: 
Popular 

platforms



This video can be seen at 
https://www.etwinning.net/en/pub/about.htm

This video can be seen at 
https://connecting-classrooms.britishcouncil.org/about-1 

This video can be seen at
https://www.iearn.org

This video can be seen at 
https://www.penpalschools.com



Our WordPress promotional video made by 
Barbara Zielonka

This video can be seen at
https://singlevoicesglobalchoices.wordpress.com
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Point 4: Why 
don’t more 

teachers use 
them? 



Students might behave badly

Photo by Photo Boards on Unsplash
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Difficulty with technology – inadequate 
resources
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Or some teachers prefer a more ‘traditional’ 
teaching approach



Point 5:

How online 
community projects 
can motivate language 
learning,  enrich 
language curricula and 
help support our 
professional 
development.



We need to consider 
changes in society
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We all need to feel what we are doing is important, to 
be able to relate to it and find it interesting
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Online community projects require a learner-centred
teaching approach. A community of practice is created
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Learn how to learn

When students learn independently, 
they feel: 
Empowered;
Motivated; 
More confident.
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Point 6: 
Examples from 

Single Voices, Global Choices, 
2020/2021

Setting up an online community project in three steps:



1. Decide on 
topic and set 
up the 
platform (s)

• The maintenance of 
international peace 
and security;
• The promotion of 

sustainable 
development and global 
mindedness;
• The protection of human 

rights, and the guarantee 
of international law 
and humanitarian action.

International 
days created 
by The United 
Nations



An example from task 1



2. Find partners

Using 
eTwinning 
and various 
social media 
such as 
Facebook, 
Twitter, TES, 
Edmodo, 
LinkedIn etc 



3. Set up the activities



Some examples of students’ and teachers’ introductions

This presentation can be seen at  
https://twinspace.etwinning.net/119544
/pages/page/1024201



Synchronized 
communication 

at school



during lockdown



and in spite 
of Lockdown



Examples of 
some of the 

work 
produced 



A few more



And a few more



An acrostic poem was decided upon as a final product to end the online 
community project



This video can be seen at https://youtu.be/BnLA2zLKYf8

https://youtu.be/BnLA2zLKYf8


Results of 
project 
survey from 
teachers and 
students

• Most participants told us their use of ICT skills and 
English communication had improved (this was both 
pupils and teachers);

• Some of the participants said that their English  grades
were improving because of their increased confidence;

• Some participants felt more socially confident;

• Teachers noticed an increased curiosity and ability to 
access knowledge on behalf of their students;

• Students felt they were more aware of the importance 
of tolerance, diversity and intercultural dialogue.



In conclusion:
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Online 
community 

projects

Learner-
centred

Teacher-
professional 
development

Global and 
digital skills

Learners 
strengthen 
language 

skills.

Every 
learner 

is 
different

Students 
care about 
the topics

Improved Self-
confidence 
and better 

relationships 
with students. 

New teachers 
learn from other 

more experienced 
teachers

We learn 
about other 

cultures

Lifelong 
learning 

skills

Learning is 
constructed 

through practice

We create 
positive 

identities
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Thank you for 
listening


