Northanger Abbey Lesson 10
Answer key
Task 2 Possible answers
a. Write at least 10 words that
the picture suggests to you.

b. Think of a female character
to live in this place. Describe
her.
c. Think of a male character to
live in this place. Describe
him.

old – mysterious – dark – gloomy - bleak – haunted
isolated – remote – sinister – sadness – isolation –
countryside – landlord – landlady – horror films –
past times – vampires – dark magic – curse vampires
Pure – romantic – innocent – vulnerable
Demonic – dominant – aristocratic – powerful
Loyal – brave- heroic – morally superior

d. What kind of story would this
picture inspire you to write?
Task 3 - Answers
	
  
A. Isabella Thorpe and Catherine
Morland:

"Dear creature! How much I am (1) obliged to
you; and when you have finished Udolpho, we
will read The Italian together; and I have made
out a list of ten or twelve more of the same kind
for you."
"Have you, indeed! How (2) glad I am!—What
are they all?"
"I will read you their names directly; here they
are, in my pocket-book. Castle of Wolfenbach,
Clermont, Mysterious Warnings, Necromancer
of the Black Forest, Midnight Bell, Orphan of the
Rhine, and Horrid Mysteries. Those will last us
some time."
"Yes, pretty well; but are they all (3) horrid, are
you sure they are all (4) horrid?"
"Yes, quite sure; for a particular friend of mine, a
Miss Andrews, a (5) sweet girl, one of the (6)
sweetest creatures in the world, has read every
one of them..."
	
  

B. John Thorpe and Catherine Moorland

	
  
"Novels are all so full of nonsense and stuff;
there has not been a tolerably (7) decent one
come out since Tom Jones, except The Monk; I
read that t'other day; but as for all the others,
they are the (8) stupidest things in creation."
"I think you must like Udolpho, if you were to
read it; it is so very (9) interesting."
"Not I, faith! No, if I read any, it shall be Mrs.
Radcliffe's; her novels are (10) amusing enough;
they are worth reading; some fun and nature in
them."
"Udolpho was written by Mrs. Radcliffe," said
Catherine, with some hesitation, from the fear of
mortifying him.
"No sure; was it? Aye, I remember, so it was; I
was thinking of that other (11) stupid book,
written by that woman they make such a fuss
about, she who married the French emigrant."
"I suppose you mean Camilla?"
"Yes, that's the book; such (12) unnatural stuff!
An old man playing at see-saw, I took up the first
volume once and looked it over, but I soon found
it would not do; indeed I guessed what sort of
stuff it must be before I saw it: as soon as I heard
she had married an emigrant, I was sure I should
never be able to get through it.”

Task 5 – Answers
a. Her greatest deficiency was in the pencil—she had no notion of drawing.
b. Dress was her passion. She had a most harmless delight in being fine; and our heroine's
entree into life could not take place till after three or four days had been spent in learning what
was mostly worn, and her chaperone was provided with a dress of the newest fashion.
c. "My dear Mrs. Allen, I long to introduce them; they will be so delighted to see you: the tallest
is Isabella, my eldest; is not she a fine young woman? The others are very much admired
too…”
d. Friendship is certainly the finest balm for the pangs of disappointed love.
e. And what are you reading, Miss—?" "Oh! It is only a novel!" replies the young lady, while she
lays down her book with affected indifference, or momentary shame. "It is only Cecilia, or
Camilla, or Belinda"; or, in short, only some work in which the greatest powers of the mind are
displayed, in which the most thorough knowledge of human nature, the happiest delineation
of its varieties, the liveliest effusions of wit and humour, are conveyed to the world in the
best-chosen language.
	
  

Materials by Chris Lima

Northanger Abbey
By James Clarke
Northanger Abbey, like Pride and Prejudice, features a range of characters who behave heroically and those
who behave more villainously.
As in Jane Austen’s other novels her heroes are caring and thoughtful and her villains are selfish and deceitful.
Northanger Abbey tells the story of Catherine Morland, a young woman who goes to Bath one summer.
Through a series of events she is believed to be an heiress and subsequently a wealthy man named General
Tilney invites her to live at Northanger Abbey as part of his plan to see his son Henry, whom Catherine has
befriended and developed an attraction to, marry someone wealthy. During her time at Northanger Abbey,
Catherine’s vivid imagination gets the better of her and the General evicts her and she is forced to return home
to her quiet, boring country life at her family’s home. Distraught, Catherine wonders if her life will ever change
for the better.
Catherine Morland is the heroine of Northanger Abbey and her life takes her from her quiet, unassuming village
life to a visit to the city of Bath one summer where she is exposed to society and also to the power of love. Here
is an example of how the narrator describes Catherine at the very beginning of the novel: “Her situation in life,
the character of her father and mother, her own person and disposition, were all equally against her.” Catherine
falls in love with Henry Tilney, whose father is the villain of the novel. Catherine is notable for being a keen
reader, notably of Anne Radcliffe’s Gothic novels.
Through her experiences in Bath, Catherine learns how people can manipulate each other. Like Elizabeth in
Pride and Prejudice, Catherine comes to know her own mind and behaviour more clearly and she is eventually
able to distinguish between fantasy and reality having made a number of misjudgments about people she has
encountered in her adventures away from the narrow confines of home.
Henry Tilney is the novel’s romantic hero. He meets Catherine early on and their mutual attraction develops
throughout the book. Henry can sometimes be a little negative about women but he is mostly an energetic and
good-natured character. Here is how the narrator describes Henry Tilney when he is introduced to Catherine
and the reader: “He seemed to be about four or five and twenty, was rather tall, had a pleasing countenance, a
very intelligent and lively eye, and, if not quite handsome, was very near it…He talked with fluency and spirit… ”
The most heroic act that Henry performs is to defy his father for the sake of true love.
General Tilney is an oppressive man who owns slaves in Antigua and this novel makes clear Jane Austen’s
objection to slavery. In chapter 21, the narrator gives the reader a brief description of the atmosphere when the
General is not in the same room as Catherine: “The evening passed without any further disturbance, and, in the
occasional absence of General Tilney, with much positive cheerfulness. It was only in his presence that
Catherine felt the smallest fatigue from her journey…”
Like Jane Austen’s other novels, Northanger Abbey explores the importance of conversation. Northanger Abbey
shows the reader how conversations can both reveal, and conceal, the things that people want to communicate.
In this novel conversations often show how people use talking to manipulate situations, in the short and longer
term.
Chapter 6 of the novel begins with this very clear statement of the importance of conversation (in this case
between Catherine Morland and Isabella Tilney, the sister of Henry): “The following conversation, which took
place between the two friends in the pump room one morning, after an acquaintance of eight or nine days, is
given as a specimen of their very warm attachment, and of the delicacy, discretion, originality of thought, and
literary taste which marked the reasonableness of the attachment.”
Another key example of the importance of conversation can be found in Catherine’s early conversations with the
novel’s romantic male character, Henry Tilney. In her conversations with Henry, Catherine realises that she
must pay attention to what the meanings and intentions are of what is being talked about. People use language
very cleverly to make their ideas and feelings known or to conceal them.

As in Jane Austen’s other novels, Northanger Abbey offers us a narrator who we feel is having a conversation
with us, the reader. In this way, the narrator is able to comment on the characters’ strengths and weaknesses.
In chapter 1, look at how the narrator talks to us about the essential characteristics of Catherine Morland, the
novel’s heroine: “…from fifteen to seventeen she was in training for a heroine; she read all such works as
heroines must read to supply their memories with those quotations which are so serviceable and so soothing in
the vicissitudes of their eventful loves.”
In chapter 4 you will find an example of how the narrator talks to the reader, on this occasion describing the way
in which a first-time conversation unfolds between Catherine and Mrs Allen in Bath “Compliments on good looks
now passed; and, after observing how time had slipped away since they were last together, how little they had
thought of meeting in Bath…talking both together, far more ready to give than to receive information, and each
hearing very little of what the other said.”
Towards the end of the novel, in chapter 30, the narrator clarifies at length various plot points and character
feelings, particularly the reason why General Tilney orders Catherine to leave Northanger Abbey.
In this novel about reading and the power of literature, Jane Austen includes a chapter in which Isabella and
Catherine talk at length about why they enjoy reading. In chapter 14 they talk excitedly about what they have
read. Catherine explains that reading history books is less interesting for her. Her comments prompt us to think:
What is important about reading history? In what ways are history books and novels the same?
Of all Jane Austen’s novels, Northanger Abbey is the one that most powerfully reminds the reader about how
important reading is to the ways in which we see the world and understand human relationships.

Source: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/austen/northanger-abbey

