Northanger Abbey
Lesson 10
Level: Intermediate / B1 onwards
Time: Approx. 60 minutes
Main aim(s):


To introduce students to the plot and characters in Northanger Abbey



To engage students with the text and encourage extensive reading

Subsidiary aim(s):


To help students to expand their vocabulary



To help students to identify irony in the text



To provide opportunities to develop the four skills



To work on superlatives

Materials:


Student Worksheet



Dictionaries



Optional: Print off copies of the article on Northanger Abbey by James Clarke

Introduction:
This unit is designed to introduce students to the characters and plot of Northanger Abbey as well as to
introduce students to Austen’s ironic treatment of character and themes. Students have the opportunity to read
dialogues in the novel and to do some language work on adjectives using the text extracts.
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Procedure
Stage and stage aim(s)

Lead in

Timing
(min)

Interaction

Procedure

Differentiation

10

teacher-student

Ask students if they have read any books
lately. Elicit what kinds of different stories
people can write and read. Give some
examples of your own reading if they have
problems identifying the main genres. At the
end of the discussion you should have the
main genres listed in Task 1.

Students who are more exposed to literature
are more likely to have come up the main genres
quite easily. You can then elicit some examples
and the main features of each type.

to raise students’
interest in the text
to familiarise students
with some of the
themes in the novel

Contextualisation
to familiarise students
with the concept of a
Gothic novel and its
features
to prepare students for
the extended writing
homework (in case you
assign it)

10

Students who are less exposed to literature
may find this task more challenging. Alternatively,
you can bring copies of novels in different genres
to the classroom or use examples of films that fall
into the same categories.

student-student

Pair-work: Students do Task 1 in the
worksheet. Students tick the columns
individually according to their preferences
and then compare their answers in pairs.
Give students time to discuss their
preferences and discuss books/films in these
genres they have read/watched.

teacher- student

Refer students to the question in italics
under the table. Have a brief whole class
discussion.

More advanced students may have more to say
here. Adjust the time you give them and the level
of your expectations according to their own ability
to extend the discussion.

teacher-student

Refer students to the picture in Task 2 and
introduce the activity.

student-student

Pair-work: Students do Task 2 in the
worksheet. Students work on vocabulary
using dictionaries, if necessary.

The picture should suggest the main conventions
of the gothic genre. If you have more suggestive,
illustrative pictures, bring them to class to make
the link more explicit.

teacher-students

Group feedback to check vocabulary, sort out
doubts and get familiar with their ideas about
characters and plot.
Point out that this kind of novel was very
popular at the time Jane Austen was alive
and writing and she uses them in the plot of
Northanger Abbey.

With lower level groups, you may need to give
students some clues. Call students’ attention to
words like deceitful, Colonel, officer, half-brother.
They will help them to identify the male characters
in the book.
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Reading

10

teacher-student

Ask students to silently read the information
about the main character in Northanger
Abbey in the box at the top of page 2 of the
handout. Ask students what information they
have and check their general understanding

individual work

Students do Task 3 in the worksheet.
Students can work on the vocabulary in pairs
and consult their dictionaries when
necessary.

to introduce students to
the main character in
the novel
to motivate students to
do extensive reading

If you have access to the internet and a
projector in class, you can use pictures of book
covers or screenshots of a film version of the
novel. These can be helpful to introduce both the
book and the character.
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0844794/

to make students
familiar with dialogue
and irony in Jane
Austen’s novels

Give them time to read the extracts in silence
and then do the fill in the gaps activity
individually.

It is important to emphasise that students do not
need to understand every single word in the texts
to do this activity. They can work on extra
vocabulary later in class - if you have time - or do
some extra vocabulary work independently.

student-student
Students compare their answers in pairs
Group feedback to check answers and sort
out doubts.

Speaking

5

student-student

to help students
identify irony and
themes in a text

Students do Task 4 in the worksheet. Give
them time to discuss the question and take
notes on sentences in the text that support
their reading.

teacher-student
Group feedback to check answers and sort
out doubts.

With lower level groups, you will probably need
to scaffold this discussion further. In dialogue A,
ask students to identify contrasting words (horridsweet) and also underline the words in the titles of
books that suggest the gothic novel conventions
(castle, mysterious, necromancer, black, midnight,
horrid)
In text B, ask students to identify the mistakes
John Thorpe makes when discussing the novels
and how he expresses his prejudices (‘a book
written by a woman’, ’I guessed before I saw it’,
‘married to an emigrant’)
If you find your students cannot reach this level of
reading comprehension, substitute the questions
with a True or False exercise.
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Language work

15

teacher-student

Set the language work. Point out that the
sentences come from the original text of
Northanger Abbey.

If you are introducing superlatives, you may
have to devote more time to this as you introduce
form and give some examples.

student-student

Pair-work or small groups: Students to do
Task 5 in the worksheet.

If your students have their own tablet devices
or access to computers in class, you can refer
them to the LearnEnglish interactive exercises on
comparatives and superlatives for further practice.

teacher-student

Group feedback. Use this opportunity to work
on pronunciation and to do some drilling
work.

to help students to
improve their
vocabulary
to introduce/review the
use of superlatives

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/englishgrammar/adjectives/comparative-and-superlativeadjectives
If you are just reviewing superlatives, give
more emphasis to the text and potential new
vocabulary in the sentences.

Homework

5

teacher-student

Refer students to the instructions in the
worksheet. Tell students to write their
answers to the questions and bring them to
the next lesson or post them to the class
blog/discussion forum, if you have one.

If your students have their own tablet devices
or access to computers in class, they can read
the article online on the TeachingEnglish website.
If your students have limited access to the
internet at home, print off copies of the article
and hand them out.
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/austen

Optional/extended
homework

5

teacher -student

This may be part of your term assessment or
a creative writing project. In any case, give
your students at least two weeks to do the
task and provide extra support as you find fit.

If you decide to do this as a creative writing
project, collect all the stories and ‘publish’ them as
a free e-publication, class newsletter, or post them
to your class blog/webpage.

Lesson plan by Chris Lima
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