Joining the British Army
Student worksheets
Warmer – Discussing the First World War recruitment posters
Look at the recruitment posters from the First World War below and discuss in your group:
a. Who are they mainly appealing to, men or women?
b. What kind of person is each poster appealing to?
c. How are they appealing to them (promise of fun, intimidation, making people feel guilty,
frightening people)?
d. Which of these posters do you find the most persuasive? Why?
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Joining the British Army
Student worksheets
Task 1 – A recruit’s letter to his mother: Reading for gist
Read the text quickly and choose the correct answer to the questions below.
1. How does Frederick expect his mother to feel about him joining up?
a) angry

b) worried

c) delighted

2. What job has the man been doing for a living?
a) miner

b) sailor

c) soldier

3. How does the soldier feel about joining up?
a) frightened

b) determined

c) pessimistic

January 20th 1915
Dear Mother,
The news I’m going to tell you will probably upset you at first, but
afterwards I hope you will get used to it. I’m really going to the front
this time and what is more I’m going to London to join the army there.
Please, Mother dear, don’t take this to heart too much and worry over it
because it won’t do any good. I know you will be thinking only of the dark
side of the undertaking but really, when you weigh up the hazards I face
here in the mines with those of a campaign, there is very little
difference.
Mother dear, I’ve been very unsettled since the war started. I’ve had to
sit still and watch most of my pals go off. Nelson, Tom and dozens of boys
we know have left and up here there is hardly a fellow left. Just think
what a shame it will be to meet them on their return!
In my case I think the spirit of adventure is more the lure than
patriotism. We will have a nice sea voyage, I hope, lasting about a
fortnight, then once in Turkey we will go about a bit and see things. And
looking at this trip from a practical standpoint, it’s a chance of a
lifetime to get to the Middle East. It would normally take me years and
years to save up enough to have a proper trip there. Now, all I have to do
is to pay my fare home and then join up and be kept at Government’s
expense. Lord Kitchener gives all his recruits six months’ training first,
so we shall have the best part of the summer in London. I know perfectly
well we will have to work very hard during those six months, but that I’m
prepared to do. It will harden my muscles and make a man of me.
Well, Mother dear, I hope that by the time you have read as far as this you
will have become convinced about my idea. I hope you’ll be really proud to
have a son as a volunteer in the British army!
Yours,
Frederick
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Task 2 – A recruit’s letter to his mother: Intensive reading
A) Read the text again. Tick Frederick’s reasons for joining the army.
1) He wants to change his job.
2) He feels under pressure from his peers.
3) His colleagues asked him to join the army.
4) He feels patriotic about his country.
5) He’s attracted by the promise of adventure.
6) He’s already saved up money for his trip to the Middle East.
7) He hopes the training will make him a strong man.

B) Look at the underlined words in the text. In pairs, work out their meanings.
hazards
adventure
patriotism
recruits
volunteer

Task 3 – Vocabulary: Word building
Complete the table with the missing words. You can use a dictionary.
noun (thing)

noun (person)

hazard

--------

verb

adventure

--------

patriotism

--------

recruit

--------

adjective

adverb

--------

--------

volunteer
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Task 4 – Vocabulary: Completing the sentences
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words.
1)

For the more ………………….. tourists, there are some trips to the jungle with local guides.
a) adventure
b) adventurer
c) adventurous

2)

Working in the mines can cause serious …………………… to health.
a) hazarded
b) hazards
c) hazardous

3)

The army marched into the battle singing ……………………. songs.
a) patriotic
b) patriot
c) patriotism

4)

The company is ……………………. new qualified staff.
a) recruited
b) recruitment

5)

c) recruiting

Many groups have already …………………… to take part in the charity fund-raising campaign.
a) volunteered
b) volunteer
c) voluntarily

Task 5 – Group discussion: A good patriot nowadays
What makes a patriot? In groups, order the patriotic qualities below from 1 (most important) to 8 (least
important).
a. wanting your country to do well in international sports competitions
b. participating in national elections
c. thinking of your country’s welfare and its overall development
d. placing your country’s interest above your own
e. having a good knowledge of the culture and history of your homeland
f.

keeping up to date with the national news

g. thinking that aspects of your own country make it a better place to live than neighbouring
countries
h. choosing to buy only products from your own country in supermarkets
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