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Idea 1: Project work in topic-based lessons
by Dr Sadiku Bashiru

Why use project work in topic-based lessons?

Projects could be described as longer and more complex versions of task-based activities, in
which learners work together using different resources to put together a project. Project work
focuses on completing a task. What key stages are required? First, there must be a planning
stage. This is followed by a preparation stage. Then comes the implementation stage where the
learners carry out the project with supervision. Later comes the presentation and assessment
stages, followed by a final stage of reflection and feedback. Project work in a topic-based lesson
offers several benefits, including:

e Enhanced engagement — Encourages active participation and interest by making
learning hands-on and relevant.

e Deeper understanding — Learners explore topics in greater depth, leading to better
retention of knowledge.

e Development of critical thinking — Encourages problem-solving, analysis, and decision-
making skills.

e Collaboration and teamwork — Fosters communication and teamwork skills

¢ Creativity and innovation — Provides opportunities for students to think creatively and
apply their ideas.

e Real-world connections — Makes learning practical by relating concepts to real life.

¢ Independent learning — Encourages self-directed learning and responsibility

e Cross-curricular links — Integrates multiple subjects, making learning more holistic.

e Improved communication skills — Enhances presentation, writing, and speaking abilities.

¢ Assessment of a range of skills — Allows teachers to go beyond traditional tests.
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Read more; https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-development/teachers/planning-
lessons-and-courses/articles/project-work-teenagers

Idea 2: Elevating inquiry with higher-order thinking

by Jessica Gallagher '

Bloom's Taxonomy (1956) presented a framework for educator SUIEL

develop learning experiences that span the full spectrum of
cognitive skills, from foundational knowledge to advanced
critical thinking. By referring to Bloom’s Taxonomy, teachers apply

can assure their learners are supported and challenged. _
Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (1997) _

Webb's Depth of Knowledge (DOK) expands on Bloom's Taxonomy by categorizing cognitive
demand into four levels. This progression is designed to foster higher-order thinking through
targeted questions and activities, pushing learners past simple memorization and leading to
deeper, meaningful learning experiences.

analyze

DOK Level 1: Recall and reproduction. This lower level would involve asking learners factual
guestions such as who, what, where, when? about a text such as a story.

DOK Level 2: Basic skills and application. This next level would mean asking learners
guestions such as Can you compare and contrast the use of adverbs? How would you classify
these sentences? How would you interpret the meaning of this idiom in this sentence?

DOK Level 3: Critical thinking. At this higher level of thinking you might ask more probing
guestions for discussion like What is the effect of switching this sentence to active voice? What
inferences can you make about the main character? What evidence justifies your argument?

DOK Level 4: Critical thinking. At this higher level of thinking you might ask more probing
guestions for discussion like After investigating, what grammar rules change when speaking
informally? Why? How would you create a board game to teach simple present tense? What
would happen if you switch the perspective of the main character?

You can see arecording of Sadiku and Jesscia’s webinar here:
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/news-and-events/webinars/webinars-teachers/creating-
lessons-work-mini-event
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