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Home Alone
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Getting Started with Breakout Rooms
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Make a phrase or sentence about the picture
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Ranking Tasks 1

Small groups, two or three learners discuss something 
and have to agree on the top 5 between them.

Suggestions:

You can choose famous five people (alive or dead) to 
join you for a TV Chat show. Who would you choose and 
why? Think film stars, musicians, writers, artists, 
politicians, sporting heroes, superheroes etc..

What do you fear the most? Think war, ghosts, illness, 
dentist, looking foolish, snakes, heights, dying etc..
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Ranking Tasks 2

• What would your ideal job be? Sports person, film 
star, musician, pop star, author, doctor, brain surgeon…

• What would be your favourite holiday destination 
and why? Think - would it have a sunny climate, cold 
wintery climate, be a busy city, be a quiet village in the 
middle of nowhere, mountains, seaside, boating, 
sporting etc.

• What are the top four most important characteristics 
of your teachers? Think intelligence, humour, good 
looks, skills, confidence, having clear goals, being 
charismatic etc
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Sticky Statements
Giving pairs or small groups statements, where there is no right or 
wrong response gives a good opportunity for discussion. Groups need 
to come to an agreement to share with the class after.

• Dogs are better pets than cats.

• Animal testing on cosmetics is necessary.

• Young people should have to do some form 
of military or community service by law.

• Teachers give too much homework.

• Fast food shops should not be available.

• Peer pressure on social networks is beneficial.
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Ethical Questions

If you found your closest friend was a heroin dealer would you 

• Go straight to the police?

• Confront him?

• Tell your parents and ask them what to do?

• Tell a teacher?

• Pretend you did not know?

Share your agreed answer and explain why.
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Paired Interviews

• Worst travel experience

• Very happy occasion

• Reaction to a news item e.g. 
Coronavirus outbreak

• Dream holiday

• Nightmare situation
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Sorting and Rehearsing Dialogues
Doctor and patient

• Doctor: Oh, for how long have you had this?

• Patient: Doctor I am so glad to see you. I have had such a bad rash on my back which itches a lot 
and I can not sleep. 

• Patient: About a week. 

• Doctor: How can I help you? 

• Doctor: Have you changed the washing powder?

• Patient: Okay I will, thanks.

• Patient: Thank you so much. 

• Patient: Oh, yes, I have bought something different as it was on offer. 

• Doctor: Perhaps it is a good idea to go back to your usual washing powder. However, for now, I will 
give you this cream, which will stop the itching. 

• Doctor: If this doesn’t help, please come and see me again. 
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Make a story
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Use Silent Videos 

•

•

•

•

•

https://vimeo.com/4352688
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Role-play
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Would you rather
• Would you rather be a deep sea diver or an astronaut?

• Would you rather be invisible or be able to read minds?

• Would you rather lose the ability to read or lose the 
ability to speak?

• Would you rather be covered in fur or covered in 
feathers?

• Would you rather be in jail for a year or lose a year from 
your life?

• Would you rather always be 10 minutes late or always 
be 20 minutes early?
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Picture Credits
• Woman in Red using a computer - Photo by ConvertKit on Unsplash

• Drug Dealer by Gan Khoon Lay from the Noun Project

• Musician by ProSymbols from the Noun Project

• Pet by Chattapat from the Noun Project

• Nightmare by Gan Khoon Lay from the Noun Project

• TV screen by Maria Kislitsina from the Noun Project

• https://www.peakpx.com/415936/kids-in-the-classroom-picture CC0

• Phone by Made x Made from the Noun Project

• Dog by Amanda Wray from the Noun Project

• Bone by Anung Tok from the Noun Project

• Boat by Scribble.liners from the Noun Project

• Cake by Roman from the Noun Project https://thenounproject.com/

• Drama by Camila Quintero from the Noun Project

• Questions by Gregor Cresnar from the Noun Project

https://www.peakpx.com/415936/kids-in-the-classroom-picture CC0
https://thenounproject.com/
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