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Building learner autonomy in
multilevel classes

Webinar handout

by Milton Bradbury

Why does autonomy matter? In my webinar, | show it matters because in multilevel classes,
learners often need different things at different times. When learners can access support,
challenge themselves appropriately, and reflect on their learning, the teacher is no longer the
only source of help. The webinar provides four strategies to help you build learner autonomy.

Teacher-dependent classroom Autonomous Classroom

‘Teacher, what do | do now?’ Learners know the next step

Teacher answers every question Multiple sources of support

Teacher decides every task Learners have guided choices

Learners wait for feedback Learners use self- and peer- assessment

Strategy 1: One task, different challenges

Level 1: Level 2: Level 3: Level 4:

Complete the Explain your Extend the Use target
task ideas dicussion language

Teacher task: Why not use this space to plan an example for next week’s lesson:

Topic/task:

Level 2 challenge:

Level 3 challenge:

Level 4 challenge:
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Strategy 2: Multiple sources of support

Activity name: Ask three before me

Step Routine

1. Ask a Partner Turn to a neighbour to check tasks, instructions, or simple terms.
2. Ask Another Group Ask a neighbouring team table or temporary classroom 'experts’.
3. Check a Resource Check whiteboards, posters, dictionaries, or coursebook.

Final Step If you still need help, ask the teacher

Teacher task: In your next class, what could the classroom ‘experts’ be responsible for?

Strategy 3: Encouraging learners to play an active role.

Teacher task: Rewatch the webinar. Choose your 3 favourite strategies from the webinar
section Encouraging learners to play an active role. Make a note of them here.

1.

2.

3.

Strategy 4: Encouraging autonomy with homework

Homework Autonomous Classroom

activity

Homework Create a board with minimum of four Students complete exactly ONE
Choice Board options. task before next session.

The 3-Task Menu | Curate 3 learning paths to do at home. | Learners pick the option that
matches their learning goals.

Core + Choice Everyone completes the core task Students briefly explain what they
(e.g., Ex. 1 & 2), then picks 1 chose, why, and what they
extension. learned.

| hope you liked these four strategies. Which will you try out?

A recording of Milton’s webinar can be found here: https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/news-

and-events/webinars/webinars-teachers/creative-teaching-large-multilevel-classes-webinars

www.britishcouncil.org www.teachingenglish.org.uk
2



http://www.britishcouncil.org/
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/news-and-events/webinars/webinars-teachers/creative-teaching-large-multilevel-classes-webinars
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/news-and-events/webinars/webinars-teachers/creative-teaching-large-multilevel-classes-webinars

