
Gender reporting 
in the news



What do you think are the top news 

stories being reported in the UK 

today?

1. Lead-in



2. Skim reading

Go to this website – https://en.kiosko.net/uk – and choose the front 

page of a well-known, English-speaking newspaper to see if your 

predictions were right.

https://en.kiosko.net/uk


3. Detailed reading

News story Summary Featured people Gender Personal description

1

2

3

4



3. Detailed reading

Tally the numbers in your analysis.

How many different stories are featured on the first page?

How many different people were mentioned in the stories?

How many girls/women?

How many boys/men?

How many people of other gender identities?

Consider how the following people were overall described:

a. girls/women

b. boys/men

c. people of other gender identities.



3. Detailed reading – example

a) News 

story

b) Summary c) Featured people d) Gender e) Personal description

1

Poetry competition for 

schoolchildren in Arizona 

organised by the Arizona 

Cowboy Poets Gathering

students

poets

fourth graders

Kyra and Donn Pease

husband and wife
co-chairs

members

cowboys

—

—

—

woman/man

man/woman
—

—

man

first name + surname

'You can't have Arizona 

history without cowboys'

Note: For personal description, pay attention to:

• the use of titles (e.g. 'Mrs' 'Dr' and 'Rev.')

• naming decisions (e.g. use of first name, full name or last name)

• adjectives (e.g. 'efficient', 'heroic' and 'honest').



4. Class discussion

Was there an equal number of stories 

related to men and women? Were men and women described in 

positive or negative terms?

Were gender-neutral terms used when 

describing people's occupations? Were there any examples of gender bias 

or misrepresentation of gender?

What could be done to address any 

imbalanced representation of 

genders?



5. Extension tasks

Task 1 – Choose one story that you analysed in today's class and find the 

same story in another newspaper, possibly in your own language, and  

compare how gender is represented in both newspapers. Note the 

similarities and differences and any interesting observations you can make. 
 

Task 2 – Choose the front page of two newspapers showing the same main 

story. Identify who is shown in the images and who is not shown. Note how 

people of different genders are shown. Are they the same on both front pages 

or are they different? What do you think about the newspaper editor's 

choices?
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