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The Emperor's new clothes

Many years ago, there lived an Emperor who loved clothes. He liked them so much, he changed his
clothes almost every hour and loved to show them off to his people.

One day, two thieves heard about the Emperor's vanity and decided to come to the city. They said
they could make beautiful clothes with material that was invisible to anyone who was very stupid.
When the Emperor heard this, he said 'l'll buy some of these clothes and then I'll know who is clever
and who is stupid in my city.' So the Emperor gave the thieves a lot of money to buy silk and gold for
his new clothes.

But the thieves did not buy anything. They started to work very hard, but the truth was that they didn't
make anything. Their machines were empty!

Soon the Emperor wanted to see his clothes, but first he sent a very important minister to visit the
thieves. When the minister looked at the machines, he was very confused because he could not see
anything. But he thought 'If | say that | can't see the material, everybody will think I'm stupid.' So he
said 'The material is beautiful, and the colours are magnificent.' And this is what he told the Emperor.
Then the thieves asked for more money to buy silk and gold, but again they kept the money and
bought nothing.

The Emperor soon sent another minister to visit the thieves, and the same thing happened. At last,
the Emperor decided to go to see his new clothes, but when he got there, he looked and he looked at
the machines and thought 'Am | stupid? | can't see anything.' But he said 'How lovely! I'll wear my new
clothes for the procession in the city.'

The night before the procession, the thieves worked hard — making nothing. In the morning the
Emperor put on his new clothes, and all his ministers said how wonderful they were.

Then the Emperor went out into the streets, and all the people said 'The Emperor's new clothes are
the most beautiful in the world!' Everybody said they could see them because nobody wanted to be
called stupid.

At last a child shouted 'But he's got nothing on!' And everybody started saying 'lIt's true! He's naked!'
And the Emperor knew that they were right, but he continued to the end of the procession.

Written by Hans Christian Andersen/ Adapted by Janet Shackleton
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