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Changing lives through education 

1. Complete each of the questions below by choosing a word from the box that corresponds to the 

explanation provided in italics within parentheses. 

activism          barriers          role models          illiteracy          ultra-conservative 

 

a. How does ______________________________ (the inability to read or write) prevent girls 

and women from participating in society? 

b. How important is it to have positive ______________________________ (people who are 

admired and inspire other to do great things) in your life? 

c. What impact can ______________________________ (extremely opposed to change or 

innovation, especially in politics, religion or customs) societies have on the education of 

girls and women? 

d. What are some of the ______________________________ (obstacles; difficulties) to 

education that girls and women face in your country? 

e. How could you engage in gender ______________________________ (the practice of 

strong campaigning to support social change) and support girls'/women's education? 

 

2. In this TED Talk video, Laura Boushnak talks about three different women with whom she has 

interacted. Complete the table below by indicating what these women were studying at the time  

and why they were doing so. 

Name Country What was she studying? Why was she studying it? 

 

Umm El-Saad 

 

 

Egypt 

 

  

 

Asma 

 

 

Tunisia 

 

  

 

Fayza 

 

 

Yemen 
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3. As a class, discuss how Yasmine's words, which were quoted at the end of the video, are related 

to the education of girls and women. What does she mean, and do you agree with her 

sentiments? 

 

'Question your convictions. Be who you want to be, not who they want you to be. Don't accept their 

enslavement, for your mother birthed you free.' 

 

4. Search online to find more inspirational quotes related to education and share them with the 

class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


