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Changing lives through education
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What role does it play in our lives? What does it allow us to do?

EDUCATION

Does everyone have the same opportunities?
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Complete each of the questions below by choosing a word from the box that corresponds to
the explanation provided in italics within parentheses.

activism barriers role models illiteracy ultra-conservative
a. How does (the inability to read or write) prevent girls and
women from participating in society?
b. How important is it to have positive (people who are
admired and inspire others to do great things) in your life?
c. What impact can (extremely opposed to change or

innovation, especially in politics, religion or customs) societies have on the education of girls and
women?

d. What are some of the (obstacles; difficulties) to education
that girls and women face in your country?

e. How could you take part in gender (the practice of strong
campaigning to support social change) and support girls'’/women's education?
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'For these women, reading is a daring act’

Watch the introduction of the TED Talk and listen for the answers to these questions:

1. What is the name of Laura's project?
2. What was the aim of her project?
3. What problems did she face?

4. How did she overcome those problems?
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'For these women, reading is a daring act’

Watch the introduction of the TED Talk and listen for the answers to these questions.

1. What is the name of Laura's 1. I read, | write

ject?
projec 2. To tell the stories of women who had changed their

2 \What was the aim of her lives through education and highlight the barriers

project? they faced.
3. What problems did she face? 3. It We?sp’t always easy to convince the women to
participate.

4. How did she overcome those

oroblems? 4. She explained that their stories would help other girls

and women and that they would become role models
in their communities.
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Laura Boushnak talks about three different women she has interviewed. Complete the table
below by indicating what these women were studying at the time and why.

Name Country What was she studying? Why was she studying it?
Umm EI-Saad Egypt
Asma Tunisia

Fayza Yemen
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Laura Boushnak talks about three different women she has interviewed. Complete the table
below by indicating what these women were studying at the time and why.

Name Country What was she studying? Why was she studying it?
A nine-month literacy To gain control over simple daily routines,
Umm El-Saad Egypt programme run by a local small details that we take for granted,
NGO* in the Cairo suburbs from counting money at the market to

helping her kids with homework.

Asma Tunisia Bioengineering She had always dreamt of discovering
new bacteria.

Fayza Yemen Business She wanted to find a job, rent a place to
live in, and bring her kids back with her.

* NGO = Non-governmental organisation



88 CoUNCIL TeachingEnglish

Discuss the questions from Task 1 in pairs or small groups.

How does illiteracy prevent How important is it to have
girls and women from positive role models in your life?

participating in society?

How could you take partin What are some of the barriers
gender activism and to education that girls and
support girls'/women's women face in your country?

education?

What impact can ultra-
conservative societies have on
the education of girls and women?
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Read the words of Yasmine, who is quoted at the end of the video.

What do Yasmine's words mean to you? Do you agree with them?

Question your convictions. Be who you
want to be, not who they want you to
be. Don't accept their enslavement, for
your mother birthed you free.

Do you know / Can you find more inspirational quotes related to the education of women and girls?
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Share your quotes with the class. Here are some examples.

If you educate a man, you
educate an individual. But if
you educate a woman, you
educate a nation.

African proverb

The education of women is
the best way to save the
environment.

Edward Wilson

When girls are educated, their
countries become stronger and
more prosperous.

Michelle Obama

One child, one teacher, one
book and one pen can
change the world.

Malala Yousafzai
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