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Social studies

Lewis: Hey, Amir. | heard you chose social studies as one of your subjects. Why did you choose
that? My history teacher suggested it for me, but | dunno. What's the point of history and stuff if
you're never going to use it?

Amir: Oh, interesting question! Well, social studies is about understanding how societies work ...
erm ... things like history, culture, politics, economics, and even current issues like the climate
crisis. It covers a lot!

Lewis: The climate crisis? How does social studies help with that? | thought that was more of a
science thing.

Amir: Science explains what's happening to the planet, but social studies helps you understand
why it's happening and what we can do about it as a society. Do you know what | mean? For
example, what decisions governments and corporations are making for us. Politics and
economics play a big role in climate change.

Lewis: This actually sounds quite cool. But what are you going to do with it in real life? | mean,
unless you want to be a politician — hahaha, imagine that!

Amir: What do you mean?!
Lewis: Sorry ... erm ... | think you'd be a great politician, by the way!

Amir: Hahaha, thanks. Well, it's not just for politicians. Social studies helps you understand how
the world works. Like, why some countries are rich and some countries aren't, or why there are
conflicts and how they started.

Lewis: OK, yeah, | get that. Like, you have to understand the past to understand the present.

Amir: Exactly! Like, why are some groups of people treated unfairly? And why do other groups of
people have more power? It's not just random. There are historical and political reasons.

Lewis: Right, yeah. That sounds interesting! I'd really like to know more about how different
cultures and societies think as well.

Amir: Right? It's all about that. | think it's super important to respect others' experiences and
traditions and beliefs. | think there is so much to learn about each other, and not just stereotypes
but, like, a deeper understanding, y'’know?

Lewis: Me too! | love this. Maybe by understanding different perspectives and the way that
people live and think, we can work together to find more solutions. Like, in relation to the climate
crisis, for example.

Amir: Yeah, totally. It's so cool.

Lewis: Mmm, you know what?
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Amir: What?
Lewis: I'm going to join social studies too. It's really interesting!

Amir: Awesome! We'll be classmates!
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