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Lesson plan

Favourite places

Topic

Favourite places and how these are different for everyone

Aims

All learners will:
e explore places using their senses
e practise listening skills with four short monologues about favourite places
e discuss the role of safe and inclusive spaces in their communities
¢ share their own favourite places with a group and explain what they do there and how it
makes them feel.

Age group and level

Age 13-17 at CEFR level A2

Time

60 minutes

Materials

Lesson plan
Student worksheet
Presentation
Transcript

Audio files

Introduction

This lesson encourages learners to develop listening comprehension skills while reflecting on how
everyone is different and why different places are special to people. The materials provide meaningful
language practice and help learners understand how some places foster a sense of community, whereas
others promote personal well-being. The lesson also encourages learners to reflect on their favourite
place and why it is special to them.

www.teachingenglish.org.uk

© British Council 2025 The United Kingdom'’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations. We are registered in England as a charity.




~N

@@ BRITISH ; -

@@ COUNCIL Teachingenglish
Lesson plan

Procedure

1. Lead-in Show the learners the four images on Slide 2. Tell them that these are special

(10 minutes)

places. Elicit the names of the places, then click on the slide to reveal them.
(The names of the places are also on Worksheet task 1.)

Note: You might want to pre-teach ‘community centre' and explain what
happens there or, if possible, mention a community centre in your location.

Tell each learner to choose a place, but they keep this secret. Tell them that
they will describe the place to their partner by saying what they can see, hear,
smell and touch (show the prompts on the slide). Give them a few minutes to
prepare.

Tell learners to describe the place to their partners, and their partners should
guess the place. Monitor closely for any difficulties with language.

Feedback: Ask learners if they guessed the place and teach any language
that they needed during the task.

Slide 3 (Worksheet task 2): Learners can stay in the same pairs or switch
pairs. Ask them Do you have a favourite place? Where is it? Tell your partner.
Indicate the prompts on the screen or on the Worksheet. It's a good idea to
demonstrate first. Make sure learners know they can choose a different place,
not just the places from task 1.

Monitor closely, guiding and helping where necessary.

If time, do some open-class feedback (did any learners choose the same
place?).

2. Pre-teach
vocabulary
(10 minutes)

Tell the learners that they're going to listen to some teenagers talk about
their favourite place, but first you're going to look at some vocabulary.

Slide 4 (Worksheet task 3): Show learners the words in the box (peaceful,
pebbles, volunteer, neighbourhood, palm tree, relaxed, cheer for (someone),
tricks, sunset, escape).

Set up the activity. Learners put the words in the sentences. They can do this
individually, then pair check, or in pairs.

In feedback, click to show the answers one by one on Slide 4 and check the
meaning of any words learners found challenging. Repeat to reveal the
answers on Slide 5.
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¢ Note: You might want to ask checking questions to check that learners have
fully understood the meaning of the lexical items, and also to model and drill,
paying attention to any tricky phonemes and to word stress.
3. Listening 1 e Slide 6: Tell the learners that they're going to listen to four teenagers. The

(5-8 minutes)

teenagers will talk about their favourite places. They need to match the
speaker to the place (Worksheet task 4).

Play the audio once and have a quick pair check. If learners need to listen
again, play the audio again.

Elicit answers and click through the slide to reveal the answers one by one.
(Answers: 1b, 2c, 3a, 4d)

4. Listening 2
(10 minutes)

The learners listen again. Set up the listening task on Slide 7 (Worksheet

task 5).

Play the audio again (twice if needed).

Elicit the answers from learners and click to reveal them row by row. Consider
using the transcript to clarify anything learners found difficult.

Answers:
Name What do they do | Why do they like | How do they feel
there? it? there?
1. Priya Skateboard and try new | The park feels safe & she | Free and excited
tricks! meets people from different
neighbourhoods.
2. Kwame Watch the_sky change It’s_ an escape from ’Fhe Brresiil ard S
colour. Write or draw. noise and he can think
there.
3 Ayu Sit under the palm tree, She loves the sound of
. make pictures in the the waves and the sand | Relaxed
sand and think. under her feat.
4. Liam Paint, create and help You can do lots of
other children with activities and volunteer Helpful
artwork_ to help people.

Optional: Show learners the question on Slide 8. Discuss as a whole class or
in groups or pairs.

5. Productive task
(15-20 minutes)

Tell the learners that they're going to make a short podcast with their group.
Check that they know what a podcast is (a short audio recording where
people talk about a topic). Tell them that one of them is going to be the host
and the others are the guests. Put the learners into groups of three or four and
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ask them to decide who is going to be the host (or assign roles yourself).

Show Slide 9 (Worksheet task 6). Tell the host that they are going to ask
each guest the questions. Demonstrate the task with two stronger learners,
with you in the role of host and them in the role of guests.

Give learners 5-8 minutes to prepare, then practise. (The hosts can help the
guests prepare their answers or come up with some extra questions, or
alternatively if learners are going to take it in turns to be the host, they can all
prepare their answers.) Then, if your context allows, they can record their
podcast. Alternatively, invite some of the groups to perform their podcast to
the whole class.

6. Feedback
(5 mins)

If the learners are comfortable, do some whole-class feedback on the
similarities and differences between the places they chose.

Respond to any language needs (error correction, celebrating good language
use or dealing with gaps in language).

7. Extension tasks

On a large poster or digital tool, create a 'Class map of special places'.

Each learner adds their favourite place, writing a short sentence about why it's
special (e.g. ‘My backyard is peaceful because | can read there.").

Highlight connections between different places (e.g. places to feel peaceful,
places to be active, places to help others).

Learners draw or write about their dream special place using the following
prompts to help them: What does it look like? What can people do there? How
does it help the community?

Contributed by

Sarah Smith and Sea Steele
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