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Lesson plan

Phrasal verbs with ‘get’

Topic

Phrasal verbs

Learning outcomes

e Give the meanings of 10 phrasal verbs with ‘get’

e Accurately use 10 phrasal verbs with ‘get’ in writing and speaking

Age and level

13-17, Adults (B1+)

Time

Approximately 60-75 minutes

Materials

e Presentation OR Student worksheet

e (Optional) Scissors

Introduction

This lesson presents ten phrasal verbs in the context of a conversation. Students focus on the meaning
of those phrasal verbs through a vocabulary and meaning matching exercise. They then do written
activities to practise using the phrasal verbs. Finally, students have the option of participating in a

discussion activity in which they should use the verbs in a natural way.

A student worksheet accompanies this lesson. However, teachers can use a presentation for a no-

printing option.
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Procedure
Lead-in Put 3 dashes on the board _ _ _. Tell students that they represent a verb
(20 mins) with three letters (each gap represents a letter). Ask them to guess the verb

(get). If they can’t guess, ask them to suggest some letters. If they guess a
correct letter, write it above the relevant gap.
Once students have guessed the verb, explain that ‘get’ is often used in
phrasal verbs. If necessary, explain that phrasal verbs are made up of a
verb and one or two particles. Often, the meaning of a phrasal verb is
difficult to guess from the individual words.
Ask students to suggest 3-4 phrasal verbs they already know e.g. look for.
Write them on the board and ask them to give the meanings and to provide
an example sentence using the verb.
Explain that it's worth learning phrasal verbs. Elicit or give these reasons
why to your students:
o They are commonly used in English, so knowing phrasal verbs will
help learners to understand other people.
o They’re used a lot in informal English, so using them will help
learners to sound natural, relaxed and friendly.
Tell students that they are going to practise 10 phrasal verbs with ‘get’ in

this lesson.

Task 1: Reading
(10 mins)

Tell students that they are going to read a dialogue between two people
called Peter and Susan.

Show slide 2 of the presentation or hand out page 1 of the student
worksheet. Refer students to Task 1.

Explain that Peter and Susan are working on a film set together. Students
should read their conversation and decide if they are enjoying working on
the film.

Students read the dialogue. Ask them to say if Peter and Susan are
enjoying the film (no). Ask them to say why? (They don’t like the director;
they’re working too hard).

If you are using the presentation, show slide 3. Now ask the students to

read the dialogue again and underline all the phrasal verbs with ‘get’. When
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they’re ready, students compare with their partners to check they have
underlined the same verbs. They can check their answers with slide 4.
Answers: getting up to, get on with, getting over, get away with, getting at,

get rid of, got out of, got off lightly, get through to, get wound up about

Task 2:
Matching words
and meanings
(20 mins)

Show slide 5 of the presentation or hand out page 2 of the student
worksheet. Refer students to Task 2.

Explain that the first column has phrasal verbs from the conversation. They
should match them with the meanings in the third column. They can write
the meaning number in the middle column (like the example), or they can
write the letter and number. Point out that ‘st’ means something; ‘so’ means
someone.

Give students some time to complete the task individually or in pairs. Elicit
answers from the class.

Answers: A-7, B-8, C-4, D-1 or 5, E-9, F-10, G-2, H-1 or 5, I-6, J-3

Task 3:
Completing
sentences
(20 mins)

Show slides 6 / 7 of the presentation or hand out page 3 of the student
worksheet. Refer students to Task 3.

Tell students that they should complete the sentences using the listed
phrasal verbs. They should use the correct form (like the example).
Students complete the sentences individually or in pairs. If you are using the
presentation, give them some time to look at each slide. Check answers as
a class.

Answers: 2. get off lightly, 3. get rid of, 4. got away with, 5. got over, 6. got
out of, 7. get through to, 8. get up to, 9. get wound up / am getting wound
up, 10. get on with

Note for number 5: If students suggest ‘get away with’ as the correct answer, tell
them that the sentence would need to be negative e.g. | got away with not doing

that boring project (compare with ‘I got out of doing that project’).

Writing a
dialogue
(20 mins)

Put students into pairs. Make sure each pair has a piece of paper. Explain
that they are going to write a conversation between two people. At the top of
the paper tell them to note the following — they can be as imaginative as
they like:

o The names of the two people (e.g. Katie and Ben)
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o The place where they’re having the conversation (e.g. outside the
cinema)
o The topic of the conversation (e.g. the film they just watched)

¢ Now demonstrate the activity in front of the whole class with a student. Write
the first sentence / question of the conversation on the board e.g. ‘What did
you think of the film?’

o Ask the student to continue the conversation — however, they should use
one of the phrasal verbs with ‘get’ that they have seen in this lesson e.g. ‘I
got really wound up at the end.’

o Write a sentence to continue. ‘Why did you get wound up? Did you think the
villain got off too lightly?’

e Check that students understand what they need to do. They should write a
conversation in the setting and about the topic they noted. They should pass
the paper between each other to write parts of the conversation. They
should include as many phrasal verbs with ‘get’ as possible.

e As students write their conversation, walk around and check use of the
phrasal verbs. If there are problems, you can give feedback after the
activity.

o Tell students that they will now perform their conversations in front of each
other. Give them time to practise reading them out. Students then perform

the conversations in front of the class, or in small groups if you have a large

class.
Get speaking e Put students into small groups. Explain that they will choose questions and
(Optional) answer them together. Each member of the group should answer the
(10-15 mins) guestion.

e There are different ways that students can access the questions:
o They can choose them (in any order) from slides 8/9 of the
presentation or from page 4 of the student worksheet.
o They can cut the questions on page 4 of the student worksheet into
strips, turn them over, then select them randomly.
o Before the lesson, you can cut the questions on page 4 of the
student worksheet into strips, then hand a set to each group. They

then turn them over and select randomly.
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In their groups, students ask and answer the questions. Walk around as
they chat and make notes of problems / examples of good language use.
After the speaking activity, write a few mistakes (and good use of language)
on the board. Give students time to correct the mistakes.
Follow-up As a follow up, discuss strategies which students have already used when

learning phrasal verbs. It's a good idea to give your own suggestions e.g.
having special pages in your vocabulary book for phrasal verbs categorised
under verbs / topics. It's a good idea for students, every time they come
across a phrasal verb, to add it to their list with the phrasal verb in context.
This page provides more ideas and may be a useful resource for the class:

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/english-levels/improve-your-english-

level/phrasal-verbs-why-theyre-good-know-how-learn-them

Contributors
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