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Please make a note of your 3 favourite 
words or expressions in English and 

share them in the chat
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1. choosing what lexis to teach

2. understanding a lexical item

3. clarifying and checking meaning

4. clarifying form

5. clarifying pronunciation

6. practising vocabulary

Today, we’ll discuss strategies for:
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Tomorrow I’m going to cook dinner for some friends

Tomorrow + I’m going to + cook dinner + for + some friends

What do we mean by lexis?



___
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Choosing
Lexis

Necessity for a task

Usefulness (including frequency)

Learnability

Limited quantity

Emergent language



www.teachingenglish.org.uk

___

100%

Understanding a Lexical Item



Knowing a Word

Pronunciation Use

Form

Spelling Word class

Irregular forms

Register

Tone

Word stressWeak forms Collocations

Meaning

In different contexts

Sense relationships

Connotation
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Meaning, form and use relevant 

to the context of the lesson



___
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Contextualised
Meaning

www.dailymaverick.co.za

(Photo: Myburgh du Plessis)
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Ways of Clarifying Meaning

Context Demonstration Explanation

Realia Visuals Translation
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How would you clarify the meaning
of your chosen lexical items for students?
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Checking 
Meaning

Concept-checking questions

Testing activities -
matching, gap fills etc.
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• am I cooking?

• am I cooking a liquid or a solid?

• am I making the curry hotter?

• is it quick or does it take some time?

If I simmer 
chicken curry,
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Design your own CCQs for one of your
favourite words and put them in the chat



www.teachingenglish.org.uk

___

to simmer

(transitive or intransitive regular verb)

e.g. to leave something to simmer

Form

(Photo: Myburgh du Plessis)
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Pronunciation

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/apps/learnenglish-sounds-right?_ga=2.264279951.1697414965.1645178376-1679319847.1571326244


___

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/drilling-1

Drilling: "Repeat after me"

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6zPWppJikA
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Controlled Freer

Practising Vocabulary
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• Gap fills

• Matching

• Pelmanism (pairs)

• Crosswords

• Word searches

Controlled Practice Activities
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• Role plays using the lexis

• Simulations

• Discussion questions about the topic

• Writing texts with the lexis

• Taboo

Freer Practice Activities
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• Focus on lexis that is appropriate and helpful

• Teach the meaning / use of the lexis in a context

• Give lots of opportunities to practise the lexis

• Recycle the lexis regularly

Conclusions
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Further Resources

www.teachingenglish.org.uk

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/
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Thank you

george.wilson@britishcouncil.fr


