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TeachingEnglish | Lesson plans

Odyssey 2050

Many important movies are being made about climate change but few are aimed at young audiences. The Odyssey 2050 project is different as it is aimed to raise awareness among young people worldwide of the need to prevent dangerous climate change. The UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office invites young people around the world to participate in the making of an animated feature film, under the guidance of the artistic director in the production of ‘Avatar’. Poland is the first European country to join the project. We hope that teachers in other countries might find these ideas and activities useful.
Age:
Teenage learners 
Topic:
Climate change
Level:
Upper Intermediate to Lower Advanced – B2-C1
Time:
45 minutes - however there are flexi-stages throughout the plan, and teachers can use these to make the core lesson longer. The teacher may wish to set some tasks for homework or cover the material over two or more lessons with classes. 
Main Aims
· To introduce learners to the film and provide classes with a stimulus for making their own contributions to the Odyssey 2050 project and encouraging them to examine their own and classmates’ feelings about climate change
· To provide learners with an opportunity to express and justify their opinions with regards to what actions can be taken to prevent climate change
Sub aims 

· To practice listening/viewing for gist and specific information
· To promote learner autonomy via dictionary skills
· To practice oral fluency
· To practice functions common in discussions, such as expressing opinion, agreement concession, cause and effect, qualifying and speculating
Preparation
· Odyssey 2050 film trailer.  The trailer is 6 minutes 34 seconds long, make sure the film is working correctly before the lesson starts.  

· Worksheets for activities 

Procedure

1. Introduction (5 mins)
· Introduce the theme of the film by playing a game of hangman on the board, with climate change being the words the students are trying to guess. 

                                      _ _ _ _ _ _ _            _ _ _ _ _ _

· Once successful ask the students a series of quick questions:

· Who has seen the movie Avatar? 

·  Did you like it? Why? Why not?  

· Has anyone in this class ever taken part in a film?

· Would you like to take part in a film? Why? Why not? 

· Then show the students the first 58 seconds of the film trailer where Scientist Dr Diaz talks about the importance of ‘acting now’ to stop global warming. 

· Tell the class: ‘Dr Diaz said it is important to ‘act now’, our class have the possibility to do this by taking part and contributing ideas to a worldwide film project called ‘Odyssey 2050’. 

2. Viewing for gist (c.15 mins)
· Give each pair, or student depending on class size, the strips of paper from Worksheet 1. 
· Tell the students to read the strips of paper. Then tell students they are going to see the film trailer, their task is to put the events on the papers in the correct order as they happen in the film clip. 
· Watch the film trailer (6 minutes 34 seconds).  Monitor and silently direct learners if they need assistance by pointing/moving the correct piece of paper.

· When the film is finished, give the students a few moments to check the film trailer timeline (the order of the events on the papers) as a whole class.  The teacher could hold up each slip of paper and stick them in the correct order on the board or on the classroom walls.   
Note: the language in the trailer is quite complex, therefore for the first viewing and with weaker classes, teachers should use the trailer with subtitles in the native language if the class is monolingual. Additional viewings can be completed with or without subtitles at the teacher’s discretion. 

3. Viewing for specific information (c.15 mins)
· Distribute Worksheet 4 and draw student’s attention to the sentences, which students should complete while watching the video. Tell the class the sentences are in the same order as they appear in the film.  

· Students then watch the film and complete the sentences.  

· Learners then check their answers with a partner, peer teaching is a useful process and this handout should not be seen as a test.  

· Feedback the answers as a whole class, students can read the whole sentence then be asked to spell the missing word.  The missing words should be written on the board so that students can check their own answers.  

Note: give the students time to read through the sentences and encourage them to make predictions about the missing gaps before viewing the film for a second time.  Prediction is an important skill for learners to practice especially those students who wish to take exams in English with a listening element. 

4. Class discussion/ideas for film (c.10 mins)
· Tell the class ‘this is our chance to be part of the film’.  Split the class into two groups: ‘the message group’, ‘the reaction group’. 

· Give each group the correct section of Worksheet 5. 

· Tell students they have 3 minutes to write down as many ideas as they can think of.  

· Swap the group papers and tell the students to read their classmates ideas and see if they can add any more ideas to the paper.  Give them 2 minutes.  

· Display the papers on the board or on the classroom walls to provide inspiration for the students.  
Note: For larger classes you may wish to split the class into more message/reaction groups. Worksheet 5 would work well if it is printed on larger A3 paper.    

5. Homework task (c.5 mins)
· Tell students for homework they need to get creative and decide exactly what they would like to contribute to the film.  

· Give each student a copy of Worksheet 6 and draw their attention to the Learn English and Odyssey 2050 websites which may help them think of ideas. Encourage them to draw or write for the homework task.   

· Tell each student that in the next lesson they will use the worksheets for further discussion and a class vote.    
6. Follow up lesson/selection of ideas (c.5 mins)
· Put students in pairs and encourage them to show their partner their homework sheet (Worksheet 6) and tell them their ideas.

· Collect in the homework sheets and display them around the classroom.  

· Allow the students to walk around the classroom and look at the homework tasks like a ‘Gallery of Ideas’.  Depending on your class, hold a class vote to decide the winning ideas or you can decide.  

· Based on the winning ideas your class can then do more work on the project by designing the graphics, or making videos or posters or writing a script to show what actions they are taking in their communities to fight climate change. In other words, what the plot of the film should be.   

· Select the best items from the class and submit them to Zuzanna Naruszewicz z.naruszewicz@ceo.org.pl at the Centre for Citizenship Education. 

Links

· Odyssey 2050 film project website: http://www.odyssey2050themovie.org/ 

· Climate change materials: ttp://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/category/tags/climate-change-materials

· Games, stories, listening activities, grammar practice and other ways of improving your English: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en 

· BBC science and environment: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/
· Information about green energy options: http://www.good-energy.co.uk
· Ecological Footprint quiz - find out how much energy you’re using: http://ecofoot.org/
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