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Vocabulary lesson: Money - Lesson Plan
•

This lesson is aimed at pre-intermediate students

•

The lesson aims to:
•

raise students’ awareness of verbs which collocate with ‘money’ and give them practice of
using them.

•

promote learner autonomy by encouraging the deduction of meaning of unknown lexis
from context.

Worksheets
1)

Pictures

2)

Text

3)

OHT – verbs

4)

Matching exercise

5)

Gap-fill exercise

6)

Discussion questions (to be cut up)

Procedure
1)

Give the students the pictures (worksheet 1). Tell them that you are going to read a short
description of two brothers, and that all the pictures are somehow connected to the description.
Ask them in pairs to predict what they are going to hear about. Elicit ideas.

2)

Read the text about John and his brother (worksheet 2) to the students and afterwards ask
them to tell each other what the actual story was about.

3)

Nominate students to tell the class about the significance of the pictures. E.g. “Who do you think
the man in the first picture is?” “Why is there a picture of a casino?”

4)

Read the story to the students again and this time ask them to note down the verbs that are
used in the text that collocate with ‘money’. E.g. spend, save. Tell them that there are 15 verbs.

5)

Ask them to compare their findings with a partner.

6)

Tip: They will probably not have been able to get all of the verbs after one listening.

7)

Read the story one more time and ask students to check the verbs that they had heard and try
to listen for more.

8)

Ask them to compare answers again

9)

Elicit verbs from students and reveal them on an overhead transparency with the past simple
and past participle forms. (worksheet 3) Drill the pronunciation of the verbs, but don’t get into
the meaning of unknown vocabulary.

Tip: Tell them that they are going to try to discover the meanings for themselves in the next activity.
(You can give them their own copy if you like)
10)

Give the students a copy of the story (worksheet 2) and the matching exercise (worksheet 4).
Ask the students to work individually and try to match the verbs with their definitions using the
story as a context from which to deduce meaning.

11)

Give the students a few minutes to check their answers in pairs and then check as a class.
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Tip: Ask concept questions to check understanding. E.g. “If I waste money on new shoes, do I really
need the shoes?” “If you borrow money from somebody, is it yours or do you have to give it back?”
12)

Give out gap-fill exercise (worksheet 5), which students complete in pairs. Check as a class.

13)

Divide the class into groups of 3-4 students.

You can either
Give them the questions (worksheet 6) as prompts for discussion. Cut them up beforehand and ask
them to look at one question at a time. Encourage students to ask further questions and not just give
yes/no answers.
Or
You could stick the individual questions on the walls around the classroom and ask the students to
take it in turns to go up to a question, memorise it, come back to their group and dictate it to them.
(Running dictation) Once all the questions have been written down, they can discuss their answers.
14)

If you have time, you can have some class feedback: Students tell the class what the most
interesting answers were in each group.
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