@®® BRITISH #
®® COUNCIL BrgfLit

Ex Poser

After Reading
Checking

Let’s check that you have picked up all the main ideas of the story. Below is a word
search puzzle. It contains 10 words (nouns, adjectives, verbs) which can be directly
related to the story. It also contains 5 words which don’t have anything to do with the
story. Discover the words, which can be across, down, diagonal or backwards, and write
them in the correct list below the square. (You are given the first letter of each word, and
the number of letters missing is indicated) Good luck — you've got fifteen minutes!
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DMKNATESELUE
Il PAITATANWRRC
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UEHVRSLINEJDO
TSMAOIEZSORR
SHBIELBDCSBG
OMRIVALSWOAS
ETMVUSRBZSGY
MBEPOASYXDIL
Words connected to the story Words not connected to the story
_______ 1. A____
__________ 2. A_________
________ 3. H_____
_____ 4. R_____
5. S
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Ex Poser

After Reading
Further Reading

Here is a poem by the poet Benjamin Zephaniah. It has some things in common with
the story ‘Ex Poser’. For example, there is a word play in the title and there is a strong
feeling of green-eyed envy in the last line. How many other parallels can you find?

The title ‘Kiss and Smell’ is a play on words, based on the expression ‘to kiss and tell'.
This refers to the action by some people who have a love affair with a famous person,
and then go to the newspapers to sell their story!

As you read the poem, try to work out the answer to these questions:
1. Who are ‘so and so’?
2. How many positive experiences when kissing flowers are given?
3. Who do you think the poet is? (look at the last line)

“I have been called a dub poet, an
oral poet, a performance poet, a
pop poet, a pub poet, a rap poet, a
Rasta poet, a reggae poet and
even a black poet, the list goes on.
In all honesty, none of those titles
offend me, | am probably all of
these persons but if | had to chose
one | would start with oral poet. |
say this because as | write my
poetry, | can hear the sound of it,
sometimes | can be heard giving
birth to my poems by those close
to me and sometimes those that
are close to me get tired of
hearing me give birth too often.”

Benjamin Zephaniah
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A little glossary

row linha

sniff aspirar o cheiro de
rate andamento

fern feto (planta)

sour amargo

© Benjamin Zephaniah
Reprinted from ‘Funky Chicken’ with kind permission of the author
http://www.benjaminzephaniah.com/




