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Teachers’ stories: Ayne
	M
	“Could you first of all tell us a little bit about you?”

	A
	“Thank you, my name is Aynebeba Andualem.   I work at the Ethiopian Civil Service College, Addis Ababa, as a lecturer in Ethiopia.

I’m teaching different courses for first years and second year students.”

	M
	“What do you enjoy most about teaching English?”

	A
	“Teaching English I can say is my life. Because I have gone different trainings, from a diploma, first degree, second degree and of course 2 second degrees.  I enjoy teaching - this has developed from my primary school and teaching English is interacting with people, working with people, with life, so interacting with people, having connections with people, so I see it that way.”

	M
	“What’s the best piece of advice you’ve ever had to develop - that someone has given you to help you develop in your teaching?”

	A
	“Here I have two experiences.  One is in my primary schooldays. I had my English teacher whom I followed as a role model to study English as my profession.  The second one is when I did my M.Ed TESOL here in Edinburgh, Moray House Institute of Education, and there my instructor Gillies Haughton, ok, he really gave me the real type of guidance so that I can follow up, so I’m just developing from that.”

	M
	“Is there one specific thing that Gillies Haughton did that helped you to develop?”

	A
	“He, yeh he, in fact he taught me ESP -  English for specific Purposes  - then how to handle students in getting the classrooms, the rapport, that I have to come down to interact with the students.  And before that I had the belief that I as an instructor should stand in front of the class and do my business.  I thought that was my right place. Right.  But from Gillies’ own words, I found that I should be one of the students myself as an instructor, to be as one of the students, and work with the students, organize tasks, and take English as a tool of communication with students.”

	M
	“What piece of advice would you give to a new teacher of English about how best to develop?”

	A
	“I think from my experience, an English teacher can have different ways of developing.  And the first thing is he has to commit himself to reading, new ideas. He has to keep himself up to date and more importantly he has to work with colleagues - teamwork. In some places at least if you have staff, a member of the staff then you have to share ideas reflect on what and so on. And you should consider, at least you should have a belief that you are in the profession, and that profession has a communicative practice.  Then by just interacting with another person, with another colleague, will help you to change your practice.  I think the most important issue is changing your practice.  Well of course you attend conferences, workshops, even formal training, but actually, the actual what is happening on the ground is very important, as the practice has to change, so that we can have students learn.  At the end of the day we are here for students to learn.”

	M
	“Ok, that’s great.  Thanks very much.”


Interview by Maggie Milne, British Council.

www.teachingenglish.org.uk


