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#1 The Secret Word

Method

1 Introduce the activity by writing up a word on
the board that your students know , but leave
out some of the letters, e.g. _ L _  _ S_ OO_.
(classroom).  The give a simple clue as to what it
is e.g. “ We are in it now”.  Make up some more
examples and encourage students to think how
they could express the clues.

2 Divide the class into pairs (A and B) and give
each person the appropriate handout.  Explain
that student B is going to explain ten words and
student A is going to complete them by writing
in the missing letters in the handout.

3 Allow 5 minutes and then turn passes to student
A, who has to explain their ten words to student
B.  After a further 10 minutes, stop the activity
and ask the students to check their answers with
each other.

4 For feedback, ask which pairs got all (or most) of
the answers right and ask them to give
explanations for each word, writing the best on
the board as examples.

Level: Elementary

Time: 20-25 minutes

Activity Type: Information gap/ Pairwork

Language Focus: Giving descriptions.

Taken from: Pairwork 1
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