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Weekend      
Fay Weldon 
Pre-Reading Activities 
Characterisation  
Family Responsibilities 
 
1.  Here are some extracts from the story.  What ki nd of family is being 
described: what kind of life do they lead? 
  
“Martha had everything packed into the car and the three children appropriately dressed 
and in the back seat, complete with educational games and wholewheat biscuits.” 
 
“The right food, the right words, the right play.  Doctors for the tonsils: dentists for the 
molars.  Confiscate guns: censor television: encourage creativity.  Paints and paper to 
hand: books on the shelves: meetings with teachers.  Music teachers.  Dancing lessons.  
Parties.  Friends to tea.  School plays.  Open days.  Junior orchestra.”  
 
“Outside in the garden the children played badminton.  They were bad tempered, but 
relieved to be able to look up and see their mother working, as usual: making their lives for 
ever better and nicer: organising, planning, thinking ahead, side-stepping disaster, making 
preparations, like a mother hen, fussing and irritating: part of the natural boring scenery of 
the world.” 
 
“An egg and an orange each child, each day. Then nothing too bad would go wrong.  And it 
hadn’t.” 
 
“Katie appeared, reproachfully holding out her Yves St Laurent towel, sopping wet.  “Oh 
dear,” cried Martha. “Jenny must have washed her hair!”  And Martha was obliged to rout 
Jenny out of bed to rebuke her, publicly, if only to demonstrate that she knew what was 
right and proper.” 
 
1.  What kind of games do the children play? 
 
2.  What kind of food do they eat? 
 
3.  Who is Martha? 
 
4.  What do the parents expect of their children? 
 
5.  Is the family a) very rich  b) well off  c) getting by  d) poor? 
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2. 
Read the following passage from the story and answe r the questions which 
follow it . 
“ Mrs Hodder came in twice a week to clean.  She was over seventy.  She charged two 
pounds an hour.  Martha paid her out of her own wages: well, the running of the house was 
Martha’s concern.  If Martha chose to go out to work – as was her perfect right, Martin 
allowed, even though it wasn’t the best thing for the children, but that must be Martha's 
moral responsibility – Martha must surely pay her domestic stand-in.  An evident truth, 
heard loud and clear and frequent in Martin’s mouth and Martha’s heart.” 
 
Discussion 1 :  “Martha paid her out of her own wages: well, the running of the house 
was Martha’s concern.”  Do you agree that the responsibility for running a house 
should be the woman’s?  Why?  Why not?  
 
 

3. 
Look at the following list of jobs that might have to be done around the house.  Which 
jobs do you think should be done by men and which by women, and which should be 
done by both, or either? 
 
Job Men Women Both 

/Either 
Neither 

Washing up     
Washing clothes     
Making beds     
Checking car tyres, liquids etc     
Cleaning bathroom     
Vacuuming and sweeping     
Cleaning windows     
Cleaning out the drains     
Cooking     
Ironing     
Gardening     
Dusting     
Laying the table     
Repairing holes in the roof     
Preparing vegetables     
Cleaning the car     
Painting the wall     
Fixing a broken cupboard etc     
Changing a light bulb     
Taking out the rubbish     
Shopping for food     
Changing an electric plug     
 
 
 
Discussion 2: 
“That must be Martha's moral responsibility.”  The implication is that women 
shouldn’t go out to work.  Do you agree?  Why?  Why  not? 
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Weekend 
Pre-Reading Activities 
Characterisation 
What Martin Says  
 
Martin Says to Martha…  
…….but does he mean what he says? 
 
Martin and Martha are the father and mother of three children.  Look at the following 
extracts and try to work out what the relationship between Martin and Martha is. 
Decide what you think he means when he says: 
 
“Martha, why isn’t he wearing shoes?” (about their son, Jasper). 
 
“You do too much for the children.” 
 
“Surely you remembered the tissues, darling?” 
 
“You shouldn’t have bought it so ripe*, Martha.”  

* mature, of fruit and vegetables 
 

 
 
 
 
Martha feels a little paranoid, something perhaps 
encouraged by Martin.  She interprets everything Ma rtin 
says as if it was her fault: 
 
“Let’s have a wonderful soup!  Don’t fret*, Martha.  I’ll do it.” 
 
“Don’t fret.”  Martha clearly hadn’t been smiling enough.  She 
was in danger, Martin implied, of ruining everyone’s weekend. 
" 

*be upset, make a fuss 
 
 
 
 
 

Was Martin really implying that she would spoil eve ryone’s weekend?  Or is it 
only in Martha’s head?  We can’t be sure, but it do esn’t matter, because this is 
what Martha thinks and that is what matters to her.   What do you imagine Martha 
thinks when Martin says the following? (Underlined text ).  Put yourself in 
Martha's place. 
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Example 
0. If Martha chose to go out to work – as was her perfect right, Martin allowed, even 
though it wasn’t the best thing for the children – she must surely pay her domestic 
stand-in. 
 
She thinks:  "He doesn't want me to go to work." 
 
 
 
1. ‘Pork is such a dull* meat if you don’t cook it properly.’ 

*boring, uninteresting 
     She thinks:……………………………………………………. 

 
 
 

2. ‘Martha, we really ought to get the logs* stacked up properly.  Get the children to do 
it, will you?’ 

*wood for burning on a fire 
    She thinks:……………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
      

 
  
     She thinks:……………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
4. ‘Don’t do it tonight, darling’ 
    ‘It’ll only take a sec.’ Bright smile, not a hint of self-pity.  Self-
pity can spoil everyone’s weekend. 
 
    She thinks:……………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
5. ‘Martha, why isn’t he wearing shoes?  It’s too bad.’ 
 
   She thinks:……………………………………………………. 

3.  ‘He can’t go around like that, Martha.  Not even Jasper.’�
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Weekend 
Pre-Reading Activities 
Prediction 
 
Now you know a little bit about Martina and Martha.   You are going to predict 
what happens to them when they go away for a weeken d to their cottage in the 
country.  Remember they have three children, all of  school age (their names all 
begin with ‘J’).  Now answer the following question s, even though you haven’t 
yet read the story. (Hint: read all the questions before you start to answer) 
 
 
1.  How did they travel to their country cottage?  (Train; Car; Bus; Donkey; Helicopter?) 
 
2.  What did they carry with them apart from themselves? 
 
3.  Describe the cottage. 
 
4.  Who turned up unexpectedly for the weekend? 
 
5.  Why did this cause a problem for Martha? 
 
6.  Why did this not cause a problem for Martin? 
 
7.   What happened on Saturday? 
 
8.   Who else turned up for Sunday lunch? 
 
9.  How did Martin and Martha each feel at the end of the weekend? 
 
 
 
 
 
Make notes, but don’t write the story.  Instead tell it to others in your class. 


