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Weekend

Context
Are You Sexist?

Are men and women equal in all things? Are men better at some things and women
at others? Men are different from women but does that mean they are better? Take
this quiz to see if you have sexist tendencies.

1.

Your connection to the internet is hopeless! You call the broad-band

internet service providers to send a technician. Th e technician who arrives

turns out to be female. You:

a. tell her the problem is solved, then when she’s gone call for another
technician.

b. think she’ll need help but you'll give her a chance.

c. invite her in and show her the problem.

A female friend of yours says she hates it when men open doors for her.
You think she:

a. should let men open doors for her and thank them for their politeness.
b. is dead right

c. is making too much over nothing

You see a lady in a fur coat in an expensive car . Your first thought is:
a. she must have a rich husband or boyfriend

b. she must have a highly paid job

c. some innocent animal died for her coat.

You go to visit a female friend. At her house, her brother is busy sewing a
button onto his shirt. You:

a. tell your friend she should be sewing the button for him.

b. laugh and ask where he learned how to sew.

c. ask him if he could mend a tear in your trousers.

You are in the car. The car in front of you goest  hrough a red light. You

say:
a. “That driver must be colour blind”
b. “I'll bet that was a woman driver.”

c. “That driver is very irresponsible.”

There is a girl in your class who has sexy pictu  res of male actors and pop

stars all over her notebooks. You think:

a. itis dreadful the way that she is treating men.

b. she has a terrible taste in men.

c. It's one thing for men to have pin-ups of women but it’s in bad taste for her to
have pictures of men.

You are eating in an expensive restaurant. The  food is excellent and you
would like to tell the cook. You go into the kitch en and see a lady in a
uniform. You ask her:

a. “Could you tell me where the cook is?”

b. “Are you the cook?”

c. “Do you work here?”
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8. You are working in a restaurant. A man and woman h  ave just finished their
meal and asked for the bill. You
a. present the bill to the man.
b. present the bill to the woman.
c. place the bill on the table between the two of them.

9. You are about to buy a book about European philo  sophy when you turn the
book over and see the author’s photo. She has long wavy blonde hair, and
is dressed in a tight blouse and a mini skirt and h as a lot of make up. You:
a. decide you want a book that looks more academic
b. look inside for a details about the author's credentials.

c. buy the book.

10. You have a little brother. For his birthday he say s he wants a girl doll more
than anything. You :
a. get him the exact doll he wants.
b. tell him boys don't play with dolls and get him a football instead.
c. get him a boy doll.



Context
It's all in the mind!

The ‘male brain’ shown below consists of seven apparent ‘interests’ or
obsessions. Decide which part of the brain you think you would find each of
these ‘interests’, and show by drawing an arrow. Decide how much of the
brain is occupied by each ‘interest’ and divide the brain up accordingly. An
example is given. Add as many other ‘interests’ as you can think of.

The Male Brain

mindless violence

football
sex

road routes
competition

car engines \J

ego




The Female Brain

The female brain below needs to be completed by the addition of ‘interests’ or
‘obsessions’, just like the male brain above. However, this time you have to decide
what you think these ‘interests' or 'obsessions' are. Indicate where you think these
‘interests’ would be, and how much space they would occupy (for example, if you
think 'shopping' is a likely female obsession - though perish the thought! - where
would you find it and how much brain space would it occupy?)



Complete the following sentences in a way that you believe to be true.

1. Inmy experience menare much ................cooeiii i, than
women.

2. Women, on the other hand, tendtobemore ..............ccovvviin.ns than
men.

3. Men are often 0bsessed WIth ........coo e e .

4. Women are inclined to be more aware of ..........cooeviiiiiiiinenninn. than

men.

5. UNIKE MEN, WOMEBN ...ttt e e e e e e e .

6. The most irritating thing about men/women* is that they .................... .

7. Compared with men/women*, women/men ...........ccccvviieieiiiienannnn. .

8. One thing that men and women both have in commonis .....................

*if you're male, delete ‘men’; if you're female, delete ‘women’.

Now answer the following questions:

‘Why do women usually live longer than men?’

‘Why are many men physically stronger than women?'



Context
Inherent or learnt?

Look at the traditional nursery rhyme ‘Sugar and Sp ice

Sugar and Spice
and all things nice,
that's what little

girls are made of.

Slugs and snails,

and puppy dogs’ tails,
that's what little
boys are made of.

’

Can you think of a similar nursery rhyme, song or poem in your language?

NB: A ‘nursery rhyme’ is a short piece of rhyming text taught to very young children.

If the rhyme were to be believed, then this would i
between girls and boys come at birth and can't be r
would agree with this. Read the article below to e
concerning the different use of language between me

Katharine Whitehorn and Clare Messud are
two journalists who are interested in
feminism and women's issues. One area
that feminists are interested in is language
and how men and women use it. Katharine
Whitehorn thinks there is quite a difference.
"Men tend to relate language either to trying
to establish a higher status than the person
they're talking to, or to discussing action.
Women are using talk to establish a rapport
with whoever they're talking to. And the
whole question of using talk to establish
status - the person who asks the question is
in the lower status position - is why it's not
difficult for a woman to ask advice but a
man will drive round for a quarter of an hour
in a car, rather than stop and ask the way."

Which do you agree with? Are we conditioned to beh
a natural process? Divide into two groups and prep
against the motion ‘We are conditioned to behave t

ndicate that the differences
econciled. Not everyone
xamine two different opinions
n and women.

There are feminists who believe that girls
are taught to speak in a deferential way.
Clare Mossud also believes that girls are
taught to behave in a traditionally feminine
way, by the way we dress them and the
things we surround them with.

"There's the colours you paint your infant's
room, the toys you give your infant. Then as
children get bigger, | would say a big thing
is how they're dressed. It's cute but it's
horrible, these little girls in frilly dresses and
boys in shorts and T-shirts. | mean, they
can climb trees, they can fall down, but little
girls are made to conduct themselves in
ways that limit them."

ave as we do, or is it part of
are arguments for and
he way we do.’



