Loose Change
Andrea Levy

Context

BEING AN IMMIGRANT / EMIGRANT

Task 1

Describing a picture.

Look at the picture below and answer the following questions. Work in pairs and try to turn your
answers into a spoken narrative and share it with the rest of the class.

Who are the people in the pictures?
Are they rich?

How old are they?

Where are they now?

Where are they from?

Where are they going?

What are they doing?

How are they feeling?
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What do they have in their bags?
10. What do you think they will be doing in two or three months’ time?

11. When do you think the photographs were taken?



Task 2
Comparison

Ll

What do the pictures on this page have in common with the pictures on the previous page?
In which ways are they different?
Find out how many people immigrate to your country each year.

Find out how many people emigrate from your country each yeatr.



Task 3
Reading comprehension activities

Read the following diary entries. They have been written by immigrants.

a) A Man without a Home

By P. Ramirez
Source: http://www.ilw.com/life/diary/Home.shtm

What about the infants and children who are brought to the country by their parents. They did not come here
on their own free will but of the will of their parents? | did not ask to come to this country - my parents
brought me here when | was less than two years old. | have never visited my birth country nor do | have any
recollection of ever living there. Now | find out that the U.S., the place | consider home, doesn't consider me
to be a citizen even though | attended local public schools, have worked since the age of 15, have always
paid taxes, have a valid drivers license, established credit, bought two houses, and, yes, was even issued a
voter's registration card and have been called for jury duty on a number of occasions. If | don't have a right to
live here, where do | belong?

1. Whyis P.Ramirez “a man without a home”?
2. Does he consider himself a US citizen? Give reasons for your answer.

b) Immigrant diaries. Tales from a girl in Copenhag  en.
Source. http://www.magpie-girl.com/category/immigrant-diaries/

Immigrant Diaries is a new category at Magpie Girl. Here you will find our adventures in Denmark. We
move to Copenhagen with the New Year,

In thinking about our move | found myself saying "But we won't be immigrants there, not really." Then |
was struck by the implicit racism in my own thinking -1 had only been categorizing people of colour as
‘immigrants’. Everyone else had some sort of special ‘| belong’ status in my mind. But we will, in fact, be
seen as immigrants in our new home, our whiteness for the first time not granting us the immediate
status of belonging. I'm curious as to what that will be like, so here | will record that story.

On the quest to have one’s own identity while still pursuing
cultural harmony:

This is how people see me here. Small tell-tale habits give away my

otherness, even when my mouth stays silent. | will never truly fit in.

And why should that be my goal? True, | want to shed my ‘ugly

American-ness,’ but | still want to celebrate my unique otherness—

as should we all.

Being here has made me aware of how much time | do spend trying

to fit in. I'd like to think it is because | want to avoid giving offence.

But the truth is | do it at home too, so | know it is not really about

deferring to an unknown culture.

[...]

Here, where one of the national values is “equality through

conformity,” | am nervous of being “the immigrant™—of sticking out

due to my ignorance of the social norms—this social awkwardness

feeling very different from my state-side approach of making a conscious choice to subvert the commercial
monotony of the crowd. | don’t want to be different here out of mere social awkwardness.

1. What makes immigrants different from all the others?
2. What does “fit in” mean in the context of this page?



Task 4
An interview

In your family there are a probably some stories of emigration. Interview a member of your family
about those stories. Below are some questions you may want to ask.
After the interview turn the answer into a written narrative.

- Who emigrated?

- How old were they when they left their country?

- What were their names?

- What were their jobs?

- Where did they decide to leave their homeland?

- What possessions did they have when they left?

- What information did they send about living in a foreign country?

Task 5
A brainstorming activity

The pictures show the “Statue of Liberty” in New
York.

What ideas, feelings, memories does the Statue of
Liberty suggest to you?

Worldwide, the Statue of Liberty is one of the most recognizable icons of the United States and, more generally,
represents liberty and escape from oppression. The Statue of Liberty was, from 1886 until the jet age, often one of
the first glimpses of the United States for millions of immigrants after ocean voyages from Europe. The statue, also
known as "Lady Liberty," has been a symbol of welcome to arriving immigrants.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statue_of Liberty
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Context
LIVING IN A BIG CITY (and in a globalised world)

Task 1
Creative writing activities

a) “Living in a big city is
= T "

Complete this sentence using associations
with your five senses

b) Write a five line poem starting like this:

“what | miss
(not) living in a big city

Task 2
Picture description

a. Read the following headline

1. What does the headline mean?
a) Only 10 people living in Britain were born in England
b) A large number of people now living in Britain were born in a different country
¢) Most people now living in Britain were born abroad.



2. Keeping in mind the answer you have given, look at the pictures below and answer the question.

The pictures below were taken in London. Describe them.
What do they tell you about the population living in London now?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/london/
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Context
Working with numbers

In July 2007 the City of London published the report “The impact of recent immigration on London
economy”. In the foreword we read:

Migration from abroad has also played a key long-term role in London as a whole. Once again,
the modern age has seen an acceleration in arrivals. The foreign-born population has grown from
1 to 2 million during the last 20 years. In the last decade alone, London has experienced a net
gain of some 800 thousand immigrants from an increasingly diverse range of countries of origin.

In the tables we can see the changes.

a. Use the following data to complete table 2.1:

30.5% - 17.6% - 15 — 6|

b. Try and guess the world’s top cities for immigration.



AMSTERDAM — DUBAI — LOS ANGELES — TORONTO -SYDNEY - MIAMI —

NEW YORK — MELBOURNE - VANCOUVER
c. Where do immigrants to London come from?

Consider the data in the following table and say whether the following statements are TRUE or
FALSE.

- most immigrants to London come from Africa

- only 5% of immigrants come from Eastern Europe

- immigrants from India are more numerous than immigrants of Caribbean origins

- immigrants from India are more numerous than immigrants from East Asia

- there are more immigrants of French origin than immigrants from the Middle East
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Context

Webquest: Welcome to London, Laylor!

Task

Imagine you are Laylor.

A year ago, you and your brother had to leave your country, Uzbekistan, after your parents, who
are journalists, were arrested. Everything was arranged very quickly. You have been in London for
a year as one of the many immigrants who come to the big capital every day from different
countries.

We are very interested in learning about your life in the city. Write about your immigration
experiences in London in your diary using pictures, letters, currency and other illustrations to
complete all the contents listed below.

Then do the project activities listed later on.

Finally, once both tasks are ready, prepare a brief 5-7 minute presentation of both the diary and
the project.
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1. Diary Contents

1. Describe your family

- How old is each person?

- What are their names?

- What are their jobs or occupations?

2. Where are you from?

- Draw your country’s flag.

- Find and label your country on a map of Europe.
- What currency do you use?

- What food do you eat?

- What language do you speak?

3. Why are you leaving your country and risking so muc h to live in the UK?

4, Describe your journey to London.

- How long was the journey?

- Describe your emotions when you left your country.

- Describe your emotions when you arrived in London.

5. What possessions or personal belongings did you and your brother bring with you?
- Why did you choose to take those things with you?

6. What happened when you arrived in London?

- Describe your experience going through immigration.

- What inspections did you and your brother have to go through?
- What types of problems did you have to face?

7. Where did you live? What kind of accommodation did you have?

8. How was life different in London? In particular:
- how did you communicate with other people?

- what kind of food did you eat?

- describe your experiences with money.

9. Would you advise your friends to escape to Britain?

10. Reflection

- Now it is time to reflect on your journey and experience. Was your journey what you thought it
was going to be? Do you regret leaving your mother country? What do you miss most? What plans
do you have now that you are in the UK? Where will you live? What will you do for a living? Is
London what you thought it would be?

10
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2. Writing Assignment

In about 500 words, write an essay on the significance of immigration in shaping a national
identity. How is immigration changing the character of your nation? How has the immigrant
experience shaped London? Can both experiences be compared?

Process

You will be working with the computer, searching the net and using books and other resources to
create your diary and complete your project activity. Use the list of Websites listed below as a
starting point but don’t limit yourself to those: explore other sites and resources.

The requirements listed in the Task section are an outline to help you organize your
information. If you choose to reorganize and combin e questions, make sure you provide all
required pieces of information in your diary. Use a first-person narrative to complete each
part. You may add anything you would like to in ord er to make your diary more realistic.

Resources

http://www.movinghere.org.uk/

www.icar.org.uk

www.connections-exhibition.org

http://www.barbodhan.org.uk/

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/uk/2001/destination uk/default.stm

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk _news/4218740.stm

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/4220002.stm

http://www.guardian.co.uk/immigration/

http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/immigrationandpublicservices

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml;jsessionid=HOIT5IEED1GBFQFIQMFCFGGAVCBQYIV
0?xml=/news/2007/10/23/npopulation423.xml
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